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Strength From God's Word 


By Mary Hutchison 
“I had fainted, unless I had believed to see 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living” (Psa. 27:13). 


F WE walk all alone, it’s a long, weary 


road. 
The burdens are heavy with sorrow 
and care; 
But to think of His love is to lighten the 
load; 
There are no sorrows that He will not 
share. 
How good He has been in the years that 
are past! 
How tender His love for the griefs of 
today! 
No shadow of sorrow the future can 
cast; 
We know He will guide us the rest of 
the way. 


Our strength is His Word with its 
message of rest; 
The Psalms sing the story on each 
precious page 
Of an infinite mercy that meets every 
test 
And will meet every need to the end 
of the age. 
bad 


The Word of God in Psalm 119 


One of the greatest Bible passages 
on the Word itself is Psalm 119. The 
following nine descriptive names are 


used (King James Version): law, testi- 
monies, ways, precepts, statutes, com- 
mandments, judgments, word, and ordi- 
nances; and these occur, respectively, 
the following number of times: 25, 22, 8, 
21, 22, 22, 19, 42, and 1. The Word is not 
mentioned, as is sometimes supposed, 
in every one of the 176 verses of the 
Psalm, for it is not found in verses 84, 
90, 121, 122, and 132. It is “An Acrostic 
Psalm ... in which each verse in each 
of the twenty-two sections commences 
with the twenty-two successive letters 
of the Hebrew alphabet: ie., the first 
eight begin with Aleph (= A), the sec- 
ond eight with Beth (= B), etc.: mak- 
ing 176 verses in all (ie, 8x22)” 
(Companion Bible). -It is not only a 
wonderful treatise on the power of the 
Word in the believer’s heart and life, 
but when it is read slowly, meditatively, 
and prayerfully it renews faith and 
brings peace to the troubled heart of 
a believer. Jonathan Edwards, the 


famous preacher of Northampton and 
Stockbridge, Mass., and for a short time 
president of Princeton University, wrote 
of this Psalm: “I know of no part of 
the Holy Scriptures in which the nature 
and evidence of true godliness are de- 
lineated with so much clearness as in 
the 119th Psalm. The psalmist declares 
his design at the commencement of the 
Psalm, and keeps that design in view 
all along to the end. The Law of God, 
that grand expression of the holiness of 
the divine nature, is everywhere repre- 
sented as the food and entertainment 
—the great object of the love and re- 
joicing of the gracious soul.” 
O may these heavenly pages be 
My ever dear delight; 


And still new beauties may I see, 
And still increasing light. 


Divine Instructor, gracious Lord, 
Be Thou forever near; 
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word, 
And view my Saviour there. 
—Anne Steele. 


ll. A Swedish Expert Opposes Alcohol 


Translated from the Swedish by the late Ernest Gordon 


ture of the present situation must 
be dark. It is not easy to give 
an exhaustive account of alcohol’s sig- 
nificance. I will limit myself, as my 
predecessor in office, Magnus Huss, and 
after the example of that man of God, 
Martin Luther, nail up some theses 
which are, supported by modern ideas 
of alcohol. To each one I attach a brief 
vindication. 
“My theses are eight: 
“1, Alcohol is the great destroyer of 


“eT THE name of honesty, any pic- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And the Lord gave them rest 
round about, according to all that 
he sware unto their fathers: and 
there stood not a man of all their 
enemies before them; the Lord 
delivered all their enemies into 
their hand” (Josh. 21:44). 




















character and personality. It makes 
many thrifty people reckless; many in- 
dustrious, indisposed to work; many 
prosperous, poor; many honorable, dis- 
honest. It makes many quiet folk 
brutal; many nice people, mean. In 
short, good fellow citizens it can trans- 
form into useless and criminal] ones. 

“2. Alcohol is the worst destroyer of 
homes. It substitutes chaos in homes 
for order. It destroys their economy 
and crushes. their hopes. It causes 
cruelty to children and to comrades in 
marriage. We seek to make our homes 
real homes for all ages. Alcohol stands 
forth as the pronounced enemy to all 
efforts in this direction. 

“3. Alcohol and work are enemies. 
Alcohol destroys precision in work. It 
brings lowered productivity, lessened 
quantitative output, and deteriorated 
quality. It increases the number of ac- 
cidents and deaths in work. 

“No sénsible employer wants to 
pay full wages for alcohol-deteriorated 
work. No intelligent worker would ex- 
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pose himself to increased risks of acci- 
dent or of dismissal because of drinking. 

“The pulse of work has been greatly 
quickened, although we are but in the 
beginning of the technical era. Precision 
machines and motors demand brains 
that are awake and undisturbed. They 
often, take the lives of those who have 
taken alcohol. 

“4. Alcohol destroys safe travel, as 
it does capacity for work, love of home, 
and personality! On all roads, on land, 
on sea, and in air it occasions fatal ac- 
cidents, often resulting in invalidism or 
death. This demands no further elabo- 
ration, 

“5. Alcohol is not ‘a medicine for in- 
ternal use but a poison. Alcohol has no 
value for health. As a medicament for 
internal use it is always doubtful, often 
dangerous or injurious. If a pain-dead- 
ening sedative is sought, there are many 
which are safer. By continuous use in 
larger quantity it brings sickness to 
liver and other organs or insanity. 

“The greatest change of opinion is in 
our estimate of alcohol for medical use. 
Many believe that alcohol is good for 
almost every malady, but all specialists 
agree that this is a mistake. Our high- 
est authorities, Prof. Israel Holmgren 
of Stockholm and Prof. Sven Ingvar of 
Lund, have recently given testimony. 
Alcohol] must disappear as an internal 
remedy and will do so before long. It 
should be sold from the apothecary 
shop only, for external use and as a sol- 
vent, and should be provided -with a 
poison tag. 

“6. ‘To cure the State’s finances with 
income from alcohol is like ordering the 
sick man, for his recovery, to drink 
blood drawn from his own body.’ 

“Fer this thesis I borrow the words 
of the Swedish Navy’s Head Admiral, C. 
A. Ehrensward. Over against the income 
which alcoho] brings in to society is the 
greater outgo for care of children, of 
the poor, of hospitalization and confine- 
ment in all sorts of institutions. There 
are further losses in slack or unaccom- 
plished work, in lack of initiative and 
generally in lowered capacity. 

“7, Alcohol is the enemy of demo- 
cratic progress. It opposes better eco- 
nomic and cultural standards for our 
people, especially among the least pros- 
perous. It is in opposition to all socially 
useful movements among the people, 
educational ones, sport developments, 
co-operative enterprises, self-help organ- 
izations among peasants and wage- 
workers, 

“8. Alcohol is not in the least re- 
quired to make social life attractive. 
Many think that we Swedes have hung 
so long to drinking habits because life 
here is dull. Cut off from the rest of 


Europe, shut in for a good part of the 
year in snow and cold, we are supposed 
to seek comfort in alcohol’s deceptive 
attractions. 
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“If that explanation be right it is but 
one more reason for ceasing the use of 
alcohol. With twentieth century im- 
provements in communications through 
post, telegraph, telephone, and radio, 
by auto, airplane and bicycle, through 
magazines, movies and study circles, we 
have come into closer contact with for- 
eign lands. 

“Our people are better fed and better 
housed. Winter and cold have been 
overcome, indeed have been made a 
source of income since foreigners come 
en masse to Sweden to enjoy its cold 
and snow. Dread of winter has given 
way to national pride, since we Swedes 
at the great international competitions 
—from which, mark well! alcohol is 
banished—together with our other 
Northern neighbors, show ourselves 
sovereign over our vast snowy spaces. 

“Alcohol may point one way out of 
the ennui of individual insolation, but 
it’s the worst way. What a part it has 
played in social ‘recreation’ by its fight- 
ings, its murders, its dissemination of 
venereal disease!” 


Wuat SHALL WE Do Now? 


After speaking of the idealist move- 
ments of the time in Sweden, the trans- 
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port of the war-wounded, exchange of 
prisoners, help of war children and dis- 
placed persons, interest in national en- 
terprises for peace and the like, Dr, 
H6jer says: 

“My hope is that the mass of modern 
Swedish youth will, of their own choice, 
unite with those in organized temper- 
ance movements in insisting that alco- 
hol is a social evil; that they will say, 
‘After all the failures to get rid of mis- 
use by continued use, misuse shall now 
disappear with use, for no longer will 
we use it.’ 

“Then it will be easier for us to solve 
more interesting problems, of occupa- 
tion and training, work and employ- 
ment, the establishment of families and 
division of income; problems of food, 
dwellings, poverty and criminality—in 
short, of society’s better organization, 
of social and international peace, These 
problems are involved enough in them- 
selves without being further compli- 
cated by drink. 

“So has awakened and responsible 
youth already long reasoned. So, I be- 
lieve, will youth in general reason. The 
movement for abstinence of the people 
is on the march and will not, I am cer- 
tain, allow itself to be turned aside.” 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Pre-existence of the Son 


Will you please answer in “Notes 
on Open Letters”: Was the Lord Jesus 
Christ Son of God before the Incar- 
nation? We do believe that He was. 

Here we have preachers who are 
teaching that He was not—A New 
York reader. 


The Scriptures reveal the fact that 
the Son of God existed before the In- 
carnation. The difficulty of understand- 
ing it is not a cause for rejecting it, for 
it is not discovered and understood by 
reason, but revealed by God and is to be 
accepted by faith, like many other mys- 
teries in the spiritual realm. 

In his eight-volume “Systematic The- 
ology,” the late Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer 
has a‘ chapter entitled, “God the Son: 
His Pre-existence” (Vol. I, @hapter 20), 
in which he shows conclusively that the 
Lord Jesus Christ existed as Son of God 
before He came to live on this earth. 
Taking up first “secondary passages 
which only imply that Christ pre- 
existed,” Dr. Chafer wrote: “There are 
various phrases in which this implica- 
tion resides. He said of Himself that 
He was sent into the world (John 17: 
18); likewise it is written that He came 
in the flesh (John 1:14); He took part 
of flesh and blood (Heb. 2:14); He was 
found in fashion as a man (Phil. 2:8). 
He said, ‘I am from above’ (John 8:23); 
and ‘I am not of the world’ (John 17: 
14); He spoke also of descending out of 
heaven (John 3:13). Here it is indi- 


cated that He pre-existed and no utter- 
ances such as these could have any 
place in the experience of human be- 
ings.” ‘Then He discusses more fully 
“major passages on _ pre-existence,” 
among which are the following: John 
1:1-4, 14, 15, 30; 6:33, 38, 41, 50, 51, 58, 62; 
8:58; 17:5; Philippians 2:6. 

When the Jews said to Him, “Thou 
art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou 
seen Abraham?” (John 8:57), “in an- 
swer to this query Christ replied that He 
not only existed before Abraham, but 
that He had always existed prior to the 
time when He was speaking. Such is 
the claim embodied in the application 
of the eternal I Am to Himself. For the 
last degree of blasphemy, which the 
Jews believed this to be, they were by 
their law obligated to stone. Him to 
death. This they proceeded to do, but 
Christ displayed the very supernatural 
power which He had professed by dis- 
appearing from their midst.” Then Dr. 
Chafer answers some of the false Uni- 
tarian theories dealing with this pas- 
Sage. 

On the great passage in Philippians 2, 
which includes these words, “Who, be- 
ing in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God” (v. 6), 
Dr. Chafer quotes the eminent theo- 
logian, Dr. B. B. Warfield, as follows: 

“*The language in which our Lord’s 
intrinsic Deity is expressed, for exam- 
ple, is probably as strong as any that 

(Continued on page 62) 
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The Bible Is Your Book 


The Christian's most valuable, 
visible possession 


AS the Bible given to the 

W church or to us -personally? 

Must we regard the Scriptures 
as the layman looks at professional 
medical literature? Should we receive 
it only as it is dispensed to us by pro- 
fessional religious leaders, who alone 
are competent to draw from its pages 
prescriptions for our soul’s diseases? Or 
shall we consider it the personal weapon 
of every Christian soldier, the lamp to 
guide his footsteps, the indispensable 
daily food for his soul? 

Long ago Moses wrote, “The secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God: 
but those things which are revealed 
belong unto us and to our children for 
ever, that we may do all the words of 
this law” (Deut. 29:29). Each soul is 
responsible to God and must know God’s 
truth for himself, , 

One book of the Bible that carries 
the message of redemption in type is 
Philemon. It strikes a deeply personal 
note, being addressed to “Philemon our 
dearly beloved, and fellowlaborer, and 
to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus 
our fellowsoldier, and to the church in 
thy house” (Philem. 1b, 2). The letters 
to Timothy and Titus are likewise in- 
scribed to individuals, as are Luke and 
the Acts. Romans 16 is filled with 
greetings to many friends and fellow 
workers of the apostle. These mark 
the Bible as a message to be enjoyed 
in private reading and public assembly. 


The Blessing of Comfort and Hope — 

One blessing awaiting the Bible reader 
is comfort and hope. “For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). 
Christians chained in Communist cells 
and denied the use of their Bibles have 
testified of the comfort they found 
through repetition of Scripture which 
they had previously committed to mem- 
ory. Paul concluded His explanation of 
the rapture of the Church by saying, 
“Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Stalwarts 
of faith in other ages have found medi- 
tation on the Word of God a great 
source of strength and encouragement 
(Psa. 1:2), 

Assurance of salvation is another re- 
ward that enriches the Christian who 
gives himself to the reading of God’s 
Word. “These things have I written 


unto you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of God” 
(1 John 5:13). This certainty is vouched 


“A Christian, packing his things for 
a journey, said to a friend who was 
there: ‘I have left a little place 
where I want to put a guidebook, a 
lamp, a mirror, a telescope, a book 
of poetry, several biographies, a 
bundle of old letters, a hymn book, 
a sharp sword, a little library of 
thirty volumes—all that in a space 
of five by five and a half inches.’ 
‘How can that be?’ asked his friend. 
‘Very easily, since the Bible includes 
all these things,’ was the answer.” 
—From the French Calendar, Médi- 
tations Quotidiennes, June 29, 1936. 








to the reader only upon the written 
Word of God. Plainly many who pro- 
fess to be Christians are constantly 
fearful that hell rather than Heaven may 
be their final portion. Their Christian 
life is greatly hindered, because they 
are beset by doubts as to their own 
Salvation. The study of First John 
would provide them a firm footing. 
Greater stability comes to the Chris- 
tian who is a Bible student. Paul wrote 
the letter to the Romans “to the end 
ye may be established” (Rom. 1:11). He 
prayed that the Colossians “might bé 
filled with the knowledge of his will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding” 
(Col. 1:9) so he admonished them to 


““let the word of Christ dwell in you 


richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad- 
monishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col, 
3:16). The Galatians had been subtly 
removed from their true loyalty to 
Christ, and Paul wrote the Letter to set 
them on the true course (Gal. 1:6, 7). 

A special blessing is promised to those 
who read the Revelation (1:3). An 
insight given by the Holy Spirit into 
the elementary truths of Bible proph- 
ecy may be the only thing that will 
save many believers from deceptive 
prophets and false christs who, if it 
were possible, would deceive the very 
elect (Matt. 24:24). The only antidote 
for the Devil’s lie is a clear knowledge 
of God’s Word, which is truth (John 
17:17). In First Chronicles 12:32 we 
read of “men that had understanding 
of the times, to know what Israel ought 
to do.” Such men are needed in the 
church today. In the darkness that 
closes itself around us, the true believer 
can be protected from defilement only 
by taking heed to the lamp of prophecy 
“as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn” (2 Pet. 1:19). 

The Word provides the Christian with 
a looking glass in which he may find 
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his personal sins exposed (Jas. 1:22-25). 
He learns from 1 John 1:9 to confess 
his sins and rest assured of forgive- 
ness. By watching his conduct in the 
daily light of God’s Word, he cleanses 
his way and keeps in fellowship with 
his Lord (Psa. 119:9; 1 John 1:7). 
Described in Ephesians 6:17 as the 
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God 
is the weapon every Christian must 
learn to use skillfully if he is to be vic- 
torious over his enemy Satan. The 
Lord Jesus used the same sword to 
fend off the attacks of Satan in the 
wilderness (Matt. 4:1-11). Satan knows 
how to quote Scripture and a Chris- 
tian will fall before him unless he is 
more skillful in handling the Word of 
Truth than the Adversary. Thus the 
believer must give himself to the Gili- 
gent study of Scripture that he may 
handle the Word aright (2 Tim. 2:15). 


Responsibility for Preaching the Gospel 


Every Christian in the early church 
had the responsibility of “preaching the 
word.” When persecution broke out 
following the martyrdom of Stephen all 
the believers were scattered abroad ex- 
cept the apostles (Acts 8:1). These 
Christian “went every where preach- 
ing the word” (v. 4). Laboring as 
an ambassador for Christ, the Chris- 
tian must study the Bible to have a 
clear knowledge of his mission. He 
must know the truth well enough to ex- 
plain it to others, answer their ques- 
tions, and refute false teaching in which 
some inquirers are ensnared. 

A personal knowledge of the Bible is 
consistent with the position that God has 
given us as “priests.” Peter has written 
concerning the New Testament priesthood 
and its sacrifices. The priests are not a 
separate class of Christians who have 
special wisdom in the handling of Scrip- 
tures and representing other believers 
to:.God. All believers are priests as 
seen from Peter’s Letter which is ad- 
dressed “to the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father” 
(1 Pet. 1:1, 2). To these believer 
priests he writes, “As newborn babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). 
Thus it is plain that the Word is indis- 
pensable to the newborn babe in Christ, 
who is also a member of the holy priest- 
hood of the New Testament and able 
“to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept- 
able to God by Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). 

Finally, the Scriptures “which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation” 
are sufficient for every doctrinal and 
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practical use the believer may require 
(2 Tim. 3:15-17), and are given to us 
“so that the man of God may himself 
be complete, and may be perfectly 
equipped for every good work” (Wey- 
mouth, v. 17b). So then, you who give 
yourselves to the study of the Bible, go 
on with full assurance that the man 
who masters its contents will not miss 
anything his Lord may ask of him. 


The Bible is God’s Book and He has 
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been pleased to give it to all who will 
receive His gracious invitation, “For the 
promise is unto you, and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar, off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call” 
(Acts 2:39). The true friends of the 
Bible, recognizing this, have always 
shown their loyalty to the Word by 
sowing it as precious seed in human 
hearts. 


OKLAHOMA City, OKLA. 


Ill. Who Are the Reorganized Latter Day Saints? 


Why they are dangerous and non-Christian 


Christ of Latter Day Saints, which 

has its headquarters in Independ- 
ence, Mo., dislikes the name “Mormon.” 
They are quite willing to call the Salt 
Lake City “saints” Mormons, and by 
doing so strive to disassociate them- 
selves from the nastier connotations of 
the name. They attempt to associate 
such features of Mormonism as polyg- 
amy, the Adam-God doctrine, and such 
depredations as the Mountain Meadows 
Massacre solely with Brigham Young 
and his rowdy followers. Thus, by 
much finger pointing toward Salt Lake 
City and by much evasive argument, 
they have succeeded in persuading 
many people that*they are a true Chris- 
tian body, and quite apart from the 
apostate Brighamites of Utah. 

How did it all start? 

By 1844, Joseph Smith and his Mor- 
mons had established a state within a 
state on the banks of the Mississippi at 
Nauvoo, Ill. Smith’s word was law, 
and, for the most part, he held the de- 
votion of his followers. Smith was as 
ardently hated and feared by the non- 
Mormon citizenry of Illinois, as he was 
beloved by the Mormons, 

Time and again, Smith had to run 
from the law, and he was successively 
charged with swindle, murder, assault, 
treason, and, finally, with vandalism in 
connection with the destruction of an 
opposition printing press. He evaded 
prosecution of the swindling of de- 
positors in his illegally operated bank 
in Kirtland, Ohio, by fleeing during the 
night. He and his partner, Sidney Rig- 
don, fled to Missouri. * 

He was accused of murder and incit- 
ing riots in Missouri, and fled to Illinois 
after breaking jail. After sabotaging 
the opposition printing press in Nauvoo, 
he was forced to go into hiding where 
he remained for some months. 

Finally he s.ibmitted to arrest on the 
assurance of prctection from violence 
given by Governor Ford of Illinois, 

While awaiting trial in the Carthage, 
TlL, jail, he and his brother Hyrum were 
lynched (the Mormons called it mar- 
tyrdom) by a mob who were convinced 
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that Smith would escape again if his 
case was not “settled” at once. The 
mob at Carthage established Mormonism 
since it gave the “saints” a martyr. 

On the death of the “prophet,” sev- 
eral of his followers sought to grasp the 
leadership of the church. One faction 
claimed that Smith had announced pub- 
licly that his son, Joseph III, should be 
his successor. This was out of the ques- 
tion, however, since young Joseph was 
just a boy. Things were happening too 
rapidly for a regency to be established 
until the son became of age. 

Claimants for the mantle of the 
“prophet” were many. Since Smith had 
established a precedent throughout his 
leadership of the church of receiving 
“revelations” by which to substantiate 
his decisions, it was only natural for 
these several claimants of leadership 
to produce “revelations.”g, Each gained 
somewhat of a following.’ 

Four of these smaller groups are still 
in existence, and, of course, each claims 
to be the original church. These groups 
are known by the names of their sev- 
eral leaders. They are the Strangites, 
the Hedrickites, the Bickertonites, and 
the Cutlerites. They have a total mem- 
bership of slightly over forty-four hun- 
dred in ninety-three congregations. 

By far the largest group of Mormons 
followed. the leadership of Brigham 
Young. These started West almost im- 
mediately. Young claimed no vision. 
He needed none. Whatever else may 
be said of Young, it must be admitted 
that few Americans in the nineteenth 
century demonstrated such amazing 
leadership. He was a leader who 
squelched all opposition. His verbal 
anathemas were extremely picturesque 
and not without a strong admixture of 
near profanity. When these failed to 
get results, he did not hesitate to in- 
voke “martial law.” His associates were 
loyal to the point of fanaticism. 

When the Mormons became estab- 
lished in Utah, which was then a part of 
Mexico, the doctrine of polygamy was 
made public and entered into enthusi- 
astically. It had been practiced semi- 
secretly for at least thirteen years ‘and 
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the “revelation” authorizing it was pre. 
pared by Smith ten years before it was 
made public. Even the staunchest sup- 
porters of the doctrine felt that the 
“reyelation” was too loaded with dyna- 
mite to be made public while the Mor. 
mons were still living in Illinois. In 
Utah, the Mormons felt relatively safe. 


During the fifteen years following the 
death of the “prophet,” many individ- 
uals, who had been closely associated 
with Smith, felt that Brigham Young 
was an imposter and refused to follow 
him West. Others who left the Utah 
church because of its polygamy and the 
overbearing leadership of Young, now 
joined with these other dissenters and 
formed what is now known as the Re- 
organized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints. 

This group was organized first at La- 
moni, Iowa, but now has headquarters 
at Independence, Mo. They are the sec- 
ond largest group of Latter Day Saints. 
The reorganization championed the 
leadership of Joseph Smith III, the son 
of the “prophet,” and formulated the 
rule of hereditary succession of the of- 
fice of president and “prophet.” The 
present leader of the reorganization is 
Israel] A. Smith, a grandson of Joseph 
Smith, Jr., the first “prophet” of Mor- 
fMmonism. 


Emma Smith, the first wife of Joseph, 
Jr., never was in sympathy with her 
husband's doctrine of plural wifism, and 
throughout her later years refused to 
acknowledge that he had participated ir 
it. Emma and her sons readily accepted 
the leadership of the reorganization. 


Be it said to the credit of the Re- 
organized Church that they have never 
believed in, nor practiced plural wifism. 
They also claim to repudiate the poly- 
theistic Adam-God doctrine, which is so 
dominant in the teachings of the Utah 
church. They also officially claim to 
repudiate the doctrine of baptism for 
the dead, although some of their leaders 
are still sympathetic to the doctrine. 


They do, however, still believe that 
Joseph Smith was a prophet of God and 
that his writings are the inspired word 
of God. These writings are the Book 
of Mormon (which they have changed 
considerably from the early editions), 
the Doctrines and Covenants (also con- 
siderably altered), and the blasphemous 
“Inspired Version” of the Bible, which 
was prepared by Smith in the early 
1830’s but not published until 1865.1 

The fact that they repudiate some of 
the doctrines of Joseph Smith and yet 
retain him as their prophet places them 
in an unenviable position. By argu- 
ments of denial, evasion, and downright 
untruthfulness they have tried to clean 
up the character of Smith. They rightly 
denounce the practice of polygamy and 





1A complete study of the writings of 
Joseph Smith is now in preparation by the 
author. 
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yet, rather than denounce Smith, they 
try to insist that he never participated 
in the practice. Some of the Reorgan- 
ized Mormons, 
polygamy was present in Nauvoo, will 
insist that Smith knew nothing about it. 

The facts are? that there is ample 
documentation of many of Smith’s 
plural marriages. And that one plural 
wife, Eliza Snow, lived in the Smith 
home for several years. It is a well- 
known fact that Sidney Rigdon, who 
was one of the staunchest followers of 


' Smith from the early days, broke with 


the prophet because Smith insisted that 
Rigdon’s daughter, Nancy, be allowed 
to become one of his plural wives. 
The Reorganization repudiates the 
Brighamite doctrine that Adam is God, 
that God was once a man, and that we 
may become gods. They do this in spite 
of the fact that this doctrine is the very 
heart of Smith’s discourse at the funeral 
of King Follett, one of Smith's faithful 
followers.3 This sermon, preached in 
April, 1844, shortly before Smith’s 
death, was examined by over ten thou- 
sand of ‘the “saints” and reported by 
four of Smith’s ablest priests. This doc- 





2“No Man Knows My History,” by Fawn 
Brodie, pp. 334-347. 

®“King Follett Discourse,” Magazine Print- 
ing Co., Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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ument is used as a standard presenta- 
tion of doctrine by the Utah Church. 


If the Reorganized Latter Day Saints 
wished to be consistent and clear their 
skirts of the stigma of Mormonism, they 
could dd so by making a clear-cut re- 
pudiation of the prophetic authority, 
and the writings of Joseph Smith, Jr. 
All would honor the Smith family for 
such a step and would certainly not 
accuse them of disloyalty. Until they 
do this we must insist that they have 
no right to claim to be a Christian body. 

Theirs is still a “do-it-yourself” re- 
ligion of salvation by attainment. It 
has no content of salvation by grace 
through faith in the redemptive work 
of Christ. Their mode of salvation is 
that of baptism for the remission of 
sins, without any provision for the de- 
liverance from the penalty of sin such 
as is provided for at Calvary. 

They insist that man is not a sinner 
by inheritance and that Adam’s trans- 
gression was canceled by Christ’s death. 
This is inherent in Smith’s original 
teaching. 

Believers should be warned to shun 
this now quite aggressive cult. They 
are all the more dangerous because they 
use so much of the language of ortho- 
doxy. “From such turn away.” 


Forest GROVE, OREG. 


The Bible in the Christian's Life 


Five secrets of Bible reading 


HE secret of outward success is an 
inner life that is in touch with the 
Lord. If ever any proof of this state- 
ment were needed, it could be found 
in the First Psalm. There we find the 
pen picture of a man whose life at every 
point is marked by evident spiritual 
success. We are told that “whatsoever 
he doeth shall prosper.” Translated into 
modern terms, and taking the Sunday 
school teacher as an example, that 
means that he will always come to his 
class with a fresh, living message from 
God for his pupils; he will always live 
Christ before them; he will capture and 
hold their interest and respect; he will 
win them for Christ; he will see them 
grow up as strong, effective workers for 
their Lord. : 
What a response there would be to an 
advertisement in THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times offering all this for a few dollars! 
Many of us would be filling out the 
blank in high hopes. Yet the answer 
lies in the cheapest Bible you can buy 
at your local bookstore. Listen, “His 
delight is in the law of the Lord, and 
in his law doth he meditate day and 
night.” 
We all feel at times that we can by- 
pass this. After all, perhaps David 
needed it more than we do. Perhaps 
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he did not sit under a Bible ministry 
each Sabbath. Perhaps he did not have 
occasion to do Bible study in order to 
prepare lessons. Perlaps he did not 
hear radio sermons during the week. 
Perhaps, to look at it another way, he 
did not have children to get out of bed 
every morning and get off to school. 
Perhaps he did not live in.a society that 
wanted to cram twenty-five hours into 
each day. Perhaps he did not have 
friends who stayed talking till the early 
hours of the morning. Perhaps .. . 
Perhaps... 

But the Word of God says, “In his law 
doth he meditate day and night,” and 
we believe that “the word of the Lord 
abideth for ever,” that is, for all people 
in all ages. Nothing can ever take the 
place of daily personal meditation on 
God’s Word, and, if we set our hearts 
on doing God’s will in this matter, He 
will most surely make it possible, 

All this is easily said, and of course 
it is well known. But if the reading 
of the Bible is the secret of spiritual 
success, what are the secrets of Bible 
reading itself? Why is it always so 
much easier to talk about it than to 
do it? There are. secrets, and they are 
easily understood and quite straight- 
forward. Following them carefully can 
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make all the difference to that morning 
time of quiet. 

The first and basic necessity is to 
have a driving motive. Unless we have 
developed a powerful determination to 
follow God’s purpose for us in this mat- 
ter, we shall fail. Satan attacks in a 
thousand and one different ways when 
he sees a saint sitting with an open 
Bible. If we are to maintain, not just 
for a week or two but for a lifetime. 
the regular habit of meditating in th: 
Word of God, we are going to need th: 
urge of a definite covenant with God 
If-a daily duty is to become a dail; 
delight (“his delight is in the law of! 
the Lord”), we need first a daily disci- 
pline. If we have not as a driving 
motive the realization that without 
daily Bible reading we can never live 
a life fully pleasing to God, we shall 
soon be missing at our daily rendezvous 
with God in His Word. 

Will you today make a fresh cove- 
nant with God that, with His help, what- 
ever the circumstances, you will meet 
with Him in His Word each day? 

The next simple secret of successful 
Bible reading is to fix a daily meeting 
place. For most of us there is no sub- 
stitute for a regular meeting with God 
at the same place and at the same time 
each day. So let us arrange it once for 
all. 

When shall it be? (1) It should be 
when our minds are at their freshest. 
Tiredness or mental dullness can be 
fatal to a time of quiet. (2) It should 
be when we are least likely to be dis- 
turbed. We should be out of the reach 
of the telephone, and also, if possible, 
of personal callers. (3) It should be at 
the beginning of the day rather than at 
the end. Obviously, we take food be- 
fore our daily work, not after: det it 
be so with our spiritual food also. 

How much time do we need? Just 
as much time as is needed to read and 
meditate upon a passage of Scripture, 
in such a way as to discover and apply 
to ourselves the message from God for 
the day. The actual length of time will 
vary from one person to the next. For 
those who are quite new to the practice 
of daily reading, fifteen to twenty min- 
utes is suggested as a reasonable mini- 
mum, with the same time immediately 
following devoted to prayer. But the 
aim should always be to increase this. 
The important thing is to be able to put 
out of one’s mind the whole conception 
of limitation of time. The next item 
on the daily program should be suffi- 
ciently far distant for us to be able to 
forget it and devote our whole mind 
te the Scriptures: Many to whom Bible 
reading has always been a burden have 
never discovered the joy of a relaxed, 
unhurried time before an open Bible. 
The best plan is to follow the example 
of Christ Himself, and to meet with God 
before the day’s duties begin. 


(Continued on page 55) 











46 (6) * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


January 19, 1957 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





latest statistical report on Ameri- 
can Protestant missions, covering 
the year 1955, is one of the most sig- 
nificant that has been issued for some 
years. Compiled by Dr. Frank W. Price 
and Dr. Kenyon Moyer, it has been pub- 
lished as Bulletin No. IX, Vol: 7, of the 
Missionary Research Library (3041 
Broadway, New York 27, N. Y.). In 
the general figures, we can all rejoice. 
The number of Protestant foreign mis- 
sionaries sent from the United States 
and Canada last year was the highest 
in the history of this continent—23,432. 
This shows an increase of twenty-five 
per cent in four years, and is more than 
double the figure of twenty years ago. 
At the present time, missionaries from 
America represent two-thirds of the 
total number of missionaries laboring 
in the world today, and equal the entire 
world-wide missionary force of 1905. 
According to this report, the largest 
number of missionaries labor in Africa 
south of the Sahara, 29 per cent of the 
total; the second largest group is in 
Latin America, nearly 27 per cent of the 
total figure. These missionaries repre- 
sent 213 different missionary agencies. 
All will be interested in the statistics 
of countries in the Near East, since mis- 
sionary efforts will be undergoing radi- 
cal changes there in the next few 
months; actually, it may be that all 
British and French missionaries will 
have to leave that area within the next 
few-weeks. There are 150 missionaries 
laboring in Egypt today—there were 237 
in that land in 1925. There are only 36 
missionaries in Syria today—there were 
218 there in 1936. There are 110 
missionaries working in Israel, 41 in 
Iraq, and 45 in Iran. Some of these 
figures may be unintentionally mislead- 
ing; for example, the report states that 
119 missionaries are at work in Turkey, 
but these must be nurses, doctors, and 
teachers exclusively, for I have heard it 
said on good authority that no one is 
granted permission by the Turkish Gov- 
ernment today to enter the land for the 
explicit purpose of evangelization 
through the preaching of the Gospel. 
A significant acknowledgment is con- 
tained in the pages of this report. 


M lteter sat STATISTICS. — The 


Among the missionary agencies whose > 


boards are related to the Division of 
Foreign Missions of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 
the number of missionaries has de- 
creased considerably, while independ- 
ent groups, for the mgst part pro- 
nouncedly evangelical, report an in- 
crease in the last four years, from 47 
to 56 per cent of the total number of 


ago. 


missionaries. In other words, while the 
number of missionaries being sent out 
by the large denominations of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches is propor- 
tionately decreasing, the independent 
boards and faith societies are sending 
4,170 more than they did three years 
The report quotes from an article 
by my colleague here at Fuller Seminary, 
Dr. Harold Lindsell, who attributes this 
shift “to the theological conservatism 
and greater missionary enthusiasm of 
agencies not related to the National 
Council of Churches.” (Dr. Lindsell’s 
article, “The Eloquence of Missionary 
Statistics,” appeared in Bibliotheca 
Sacra for July, 1956.) 

With a church enrollment of only 
300,000, the Seventh-Day Adventists 
contributed $11,000,000 to their! foreign 
missions program last year—which is 
exactly the amount contributed to its 
missionary activity by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, with a membership 
of over 8,000,000. 


“A World in Torment.”—It is gener- 
ally acknowledged that» the New York 
Times is the most influential newspaper 
in the United States, and normally its 
authoritative articles and its editorials 
are written with care and restraint.. All 
of this adds weight to the leading edi- 
torial for November 4 significantly en- 
titled “A World in Torment.” I would 
like to quote the first two paragraphs, 
and a sentence toward the conclusion, 
without further comment, except to say 
that these words sound like nothing less 
than echoes of the prophetic Scriptures, 
which foresaw long ago such a day as 
this in which we are living. 

“We stand today at one of those de- 
cisive moments in history when we be- 
gin to see what the late H. G. Wells 
called ‘The Shape of Things to Come.’ 
The clouds thin, the mist rises, and we 
see heaven or hell—we cannot yet know 
which. 

“As we look at the civilized world in 
the morning’s news we can scarcely put 
a finger on any point that is not some- 
how troubled. Within the past few 
days conflict and uncertainty have re- 
vealed themselves, first in one _ spot, 
then in another. Poland, Hungary, 
Egypt—there the spotlight has concen- 
trated and moved. We do not know 
what the next day’s news may be from 
the Far East or the heart of Africa. 

“This is not alone a politica] crisis, It 
is also, above all and beyond all, a phil- 
osophical crisis. By what and for what 
do men live? Shall they move toward 
freedom or away from it? Where is 
the boundary, where is the truce line, 


~ John H. Grosvenor, 
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between anarchy and tyranny? We 
hunt for words to describe what is 
going on. . . . Out of chaos and tor- 
ment there is arising a new world, a 
world unplanned, perhaps not even de- 
sired.” 


National Leaders and Christian Wor- 
ship.—A member of my Men’s Bible 
class who was present at the morning 
service of the National Presbyterian 
Church of Washington, D. C., on October 
21, very kindly brought me the church 
bulletin for that Sunday. The Presi- 
dent of the United States was in attend- 
ance at that morning service. On Fri- 
day, October 19, Mr. Eisenhower spoke 
at the Hollywood Bowl in Los Angeles, 
on Saturday he gave an address at Den- 
ver, Colo.—and on Sunday he was pres- 
ent at the nine o’clock church service! 
My friend reported that the President's 
whole attitude in worship was that of 
extreme humility. 

I was interested in noting the names 
of those who read the Lessons for the 
day. At the nine o'clock service, the 
Old Testament Lesson was read by Mr. 
Jr., and at the . 
eleven o’clock service, by Colonel 
George F. Brown, U.S.A.F., Office De- 
partment of Defense, who is superin- 
tendent of the Sunday school in this 
church; at the nine o’clock hour, the 
New Testament Lesson was read by Mr. 
John G. Ramsey, public relations exec- 
utive of the CIO-AFL, and at the eleven 
o'clock service, by the Honorable Wal- 
ter Williams, Undersecretary of Com- 
merce. I doubt if the head of any other 
great nation in the world could be 
found so consistently present at a Sun- 
day morning worship service, and so 
many outstanding leaders of national 
life participating in that service. Among 
the great nations of the earth, ours 
seems to be the only one remaining 
that is not ashamed to bear testimony 
to its faith in God, its reverence for 
the Word of God, and its hope in Jesus 
Christ the Son of God. 


A survey of the religious affiliation 
of the population of our land is avail- 
able for the first time in twenty years. 
These statistics reveal] that 53 per cent 
of the Americans associated with some 
religious organization are Protestant, 
40 per cent are Roman Catholic, and 6 
per cent, Jewish. The highest percent- 
age of church membership is found in 
the Atlantic, the Southern, and the 
West North Central states; and the low- 
est percentage, that is 30 to 45 per cent, 
in Washington, Oregon, Nevada, West 
Virginia, and New England. Louisiana 
boasts 88.8 per cent identification with 

. . 
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some church on the part of its white 
population—for the most part, Roman 
Catholic, of course—and ‘South Caro- 
lina, 82.8 per cent, predominantly Prot- 
estant. 

One is surprised to note that the 
State of Kansas, well-known for its anti- 
liquor laws and its conservatism, is not 
included in those states having a high 
percentage of church membership 
among the residents; actually their fig- 
ure is less than 60 per cent, as is that 
of Ohio, Arkansas, Colorado, and Cali- 
fornia. 

I might add here—and this is not in 
the statistical report—that California 
shows two extremes in this matter of 
church allegiance. My own opinion 
would be that the Los Angeles area of 
Southern California, in spite of all its 
peculiar cults, would reveal an un- 
usually high percentage of church 
membership, and of church attendance, 
while San Francisco would show one 
of the lowest figures in church mem- 
bership and attendance per capita of 
any city of comparable size in the 
United States. The reasons for this 
would make a most interesting study. 
Some of Mr. Moody’s. greatest meetings 
in the West were held in San Francisco, 
while Billy Graham first came: into 
prominence with his early campaign in 
Los Angeles. 


A penetrating criticism of the multi- 
plicity qf ecumenical conferences held 
here and there around the globe has 
come from one of the outstanding ,mis- 
sionary statesmen of our day, Dr. E. J. 
Bingle, for many years Professor of His- 
tory and Politics at Madras Christian 
College, more recently co-editor of the 
World Christian Handbook, and for 
some years now the editor of the Inter- 
national Review of Missions, the most 
significant missionary journal in the 
English language. In an article in the 
October issue of World Dominion, Dr. 
Bingle courageously protests the futility 
of many of these congresses: 

“The annual trooping of the ecumeni- 
cal forces has now taken place for this 
year and the pattern for another year’s 
work, perhaps for some years to come, 
has begun to emerge. It may be ques- 
tioned whether the round of ‘commit- 
tees, executives, and assemblies is not 
developing into a kind of vertigo; one 
round is hardly over before prepara- 
tions for the next begin. At times there 
is one or another international crisis as 
a background—those who were in Can- 
ada in 1950 will not readily forget the 
background of the Korean crisis as felt 
against the North American back- 
ground. This year it was the Suez 
Canal trouble with its dangerous por- 


tents, ... 


“It seems that the coming and going 
will be predominantly a matter of 
churches; missions seem to have no 
place in this picture. In some cases 
they are definitely unwanted, on the 
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ground that they are relics of the im- 
perialist or colonial era which has now 
passed for ever.” 

Coming from an authority, Dr. Bin- 
gle’s closing statement gives cause for 
alarm: 

“One mark of the new era into which 
we are moving is that the word ‘mis- 
sionary’ both as noun and adjective is 
coming into evil repute in some circles 
of Christians as well as non-Christians. 
This again is not new, but circumstances 
have given it a new venom. ‘Whether 
‘mission’ will go the same way it is too 
early to tell; whether the proposed sub- 
stitutes of ‘inter-church aid’ and ‘frater- 


nal worker’ really do mean the same. 


thing or something quite different, or 
whether we shall have .to put up with 
them, we cannot tell, but the death of 
honorable words and names is a sad 
thing.” 


Strange Solar Phenomena.—As _ ll 
Bible readers know, the closing chap- 
ters of the prophecy of Isaiah, the Book 
of Joel, our Lord’s teaching in the Olivet 
Discourse, and the Apocalypse refer to 


the end of this age as a time when, 


among other things, there will be dis- 
turbances in the solar heavens—the sun 
darkening, the moon not giving forth 
her light, etc. There are two different 
basic interpretations of these passages: 
one, that the prophecies are to be taken 
literally, and the other, that they are 
symbolic of major disturbances and 
convulsions among the nations of the 
earth. It may be that both are correct. 
In every generation, some men have at- 
tempted to prove that the end of the 
age was upon them because of the ap- 
pearance of certain comets, meteors, 
eclipses of the sun, etc. But all these 
identifications of solar aberrations with 
the end of the age have thus far proved 
foolish. , 

On the other hand, one cannot wholly 
ignore, even apart from prophecy, some 
of the strange things that are happening 
in the heavens today, especially on the 
sun, The very technical periodical pub- 
lished by the London Times, the Times 
Science Review (Spring, 1956) carries a 
significant article, “The Face of the Sun, 
a Time of Mounting Activity,” by H. W. 
Newton, formerly in charge of the Solar 
Department of the. Royal Greenwich 
Observatory. In this discussion, Mr. 
Newton says that the eleven-year cycle 
of solar activity, February, 1944, to 
March, 1954, “was remarkable for -its 
unusually high maximum in 1947-1948. 
The five largest sunspots recorded in the 
Greenwich series of observations (that 
is, from 1874) all occurred in that cycle. 
The largest of these five giant spots 
that was seen crossing the central me- 
ridian of the sun’s disk, on April 7, 
1947, attained an area of about seven 
thousand million of square miles. This 
is probably the largest spot in the 
whole history of sunspot observations 
dating from the invention of the tele- 
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scope in 1610.” Of course, these sun- 
spots have a great deal to do with the 
magnetic conditions of the earth and 
radically interfere with radio communi- 
cations. I am drawing no conclusion 
from these facts. 


Visiting Cities in Asia Minor.—Though 
there are many books available de- 
scribing Asia Minor, and especially the 
seven cities of Asia of Revelation 2 and 
3, most of the tourists to Palestine 
never get up into this rugged country 
—possibly not one out of five thousand 
visitors to the Holy Land see these 
cities. Recent word from this area, 
therefore, will be of interest to all who 
have a love for Biblical geography and 
history. My colleague, Dr. William San- 
ford LaSor, has been traveling in the 
Near East during the past four months 
and writes most interestingly of three 
cities significant in the New Testament 
narrative. 

“Laodicea was a heartache. The ruins 
extended over several square miles— 
but it was definitely ruins. Hardly any- 
thing stands. Fragments of columns, 
capitals, walls, etc., are scattered all 
over the fields, broken by plows and 
weather. Right near Laodicea is Hierap- 
olis, a health resort noted for its hot 
baths. We tried the bath and found 
it wonderful. I got the impression that 
Laodicea’s being ‘neither hot nor cold’ 
had some reference to the local water 
supplies, which were both hot and cold. 
As for Colosse, we knew where it was— 
but there are no remains. At least we 
could learn of none. Apparently the city 
was located at the east end of the 
Maeander Valley, and probably occupied 
a dominant position. But it failed to 
survive. 

“The drive to Yalvac (Pisidian Anti- 
och) was through some of the most 
deserted and wild country I have seen 
in nearly 500,000 miles of travel in over 
forty countries and four continents. We 
found nothing there except scattered 
stones of an ancient building or two. 
Konya was a big city, with a good 
museum, but nothing to show of the 
ancient Iconium. We spent two nights 
there, to relax from the awful grind of 
the previous four days. Also, I was 
anxious, if possible, to visit Lystra and 
Derbe. We found that the trip to Lys- 
tra was easy—that is to say, only thirty 
miles or so each way, on fifteen-mile- 
per-hour road. Nothing to see there but a 
mound. Derbe was a different matter. 
It was about one hundred miles on a 
‘good’ road to Karaman, then about 
twenty miles on a jeep road, and then 
about three or four hours’ hike. The 
travel office said it was too late in the 
season to go—rains were already start- 
ing (although we fortunately missed 
them) and it was too cold to stay over- 
night in\the mountains near Derbe. The 
site was, they said, well worth seeing. 
Come back next year, earlier, they said, 
and they would arrange it for me. So, 
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with a lump in my throat, I cancelled 
Derbe, and with it Lystra as not worth 
the four hours it would take. We drove 
through the Lyconian wilderness 
(rather, desert) and at last came to the 
Cilician Gates. There we had lunch, 
climbed the rocks, took pictures, and 
finally I marched through the gates at 
the head of my entourage who followed 
me, not on elephants, not on horses, but 
in my own automobile!” 


Modernism invariably has a wither- 
ing effect upon churches. This fact 
was long ago proved in the blighting 
results of Unitarianism in our own 
country, when hundreds of churches, 
once knowing vigorous life, had to close 
their doors. I was surprised to learn 
from the annual report of the Chicago 
Theological Seminary that while a 
number of new churches have been 
recently established in the Congrega- 
tional Christian denomination, many 
others have been closed; so that in the 
last twenty-five years, Congregational- 
ism in this country has suffered a net 
loss of 873 churches. 


A Remarkably Accurate Nineteenth 
Century Prophecy.—One of the most 
interesting projects for research in the 
field of Biblical interpretation would be 
a careful study of the prophetic liter- 
ature of the nineteenth century, books 
and periodicals. There was far more 
earnest, prolonged study of the pro- 
phetic Scriptures in relation to world 
history then than there is now, strange 
to say. While many statements made 
then were the result of false principles 
of interpretation, still, some of the 
deeper students of prophecy foresaw 
with unusual accuracy some of the 
events now unfolding before us. In 
August, 1878, Mr. Benjamin Wills New- 
ton, in a second edition of his book, 
“Europe and the East,” wrote as fol- 
lows: 

“But another object of Russia, and in 
all probability her main object, was 
the establishment of a power in Ar- 
menia and in the southeastern corner 
of the Black Sea. She saw clearly 
enough the importance of that district. 
Thence from fortresses that she could 
easily make unassailable, she could ad- 
vance on the utterly defenseless regions 
of Asia Minor and Syria. She would, 
for the present, care little for the Straits 
of Constantinople if she could reach by 
land the AZgean and the coasts of Syria, 
and so establish herself on the Mediter- 
ranean by other means. An advance 
toward the ASgean and toward Meso- 
potamia and the Persian Gulf were of 
infinitely greater importance to her than 
the present possession of Constantinople, 
and would be less likely to alarm the 
European nations. She has, for the 
present, been checked as to this, but it 
is not likely that she has finally aban- 
doned the object, for if she could once 
grasp the Tigris and the Euphrates, and 
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from Syria threaten the Nile, and in 
Europe secure one strong ally to aid 
her, the rest of Europe would be in 
jeopardy indeed. The hordes of Asia 
are intended by God (so we learn from 
the Scripture) to be a menace to Euro- 
pean civilization to the end of this dis- 
pensation. The present defenseless con- 
dition of Asia Minor and Syria, as well 
as other facts, attest the presence of 
the danger, and if it is to be averted, 
the European nations must learn to act 
together in a manner far different from 
that which they have hitherto done. 
They will have in many ways to re- 
consider their plans, and to abandon 
many of their heretofore most cherished 
thoughts. Nations, Eastern and West- 
ern, that fall within the scope of the 
Roman world will be in some way or 
other attracted or else forced by cir- 
cumstances, into firmer compact union 
—a-union closer than that which can 
be supplied by mere treaties, for ex- 
perience has shown how easily the most 
solemn treaties can be set aside. Alli- 
ances will probably first be formed, 
and in some way secured by means 
more trustworthy than mere treaty-obli- 
gation, and the union thus established 
will finally become federal, and thus a 
new controlling center (the last which 
this present dispensation will afford) 
will be established. It will continue for 
a short season, and then the end will 
come. This, of course, will appear 
Utopian and absurd to those who know 
not, or believe not, what the Scripture 
declares, and a thousand difficulties to 
such a consummation may easily be sug- 
gested. The difficulties we admit; but 
God can remove them; and in due time 
He will remove them.” 


Protestant Work in Japan.—Some 
time ago the National Council of 
Churches issued a statement that mem- 
bers of the churches identified with that 
organization represented 91 per cent of 
all Protestant Christians in Japan. A 
recent careful survey of all Protestant 
work in Japan, made by the editorial 
board of Japan Harvest, has necessi- 
tated a complete revision of these figures. 
According to this survey, there are now 
314,401 Protestant church members in 


Japan, organized into 3,478 established ' 


churches, over which there are 3,706 or- 
dained ministers. Those belonging to 
what is called the United Church repre- 
sent 51 per cent of the total Protestant 
laity, and over 50 per cent of the clergy, 
with 1,445 churches. These, together 
with the Lutherans, Episcopalians, and 
Southern Baptists comprise 63 per cent 
of the total Protestant population in 
Japan—not 91 per cent as formerly re- 
ported. All the Protestants of Japan 
combined represent only slightly more 
than one-third of 1 per cent of the total 
population! 

In addition to the 3,478 established 
churches mentioned previously, the sur- 
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vey report informs us that there are 
1,156 unorganized groups meeting as 
Bible classes or in worship centers, 
most of which'should ultimately become 
established churches. A tragic aspect 
of this summary—at least to me—is con- 
tained on pages 18 and 19, where a list 
of mission organizations and other 
Christian organizations in Japan num- 
bers 121! This must be very confusing 
to millions of Japanese people, who 
cannot help but wonder which group 
most truly presents the Gospel and the 
way of life as revealed in the New Tes- 
tament. 


The Personal Evangelism Fellowship. 
—Dr. Charles E. Fuller, who for thirty 
years has carried on the fruitful min- 
istry of the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour, the best-known radio Gospel pro- 
gram in the Western world, has re- 
cently announced a new venture to 
which there has already been an amaz- 
ing response. It is called the Personal 
Evangelism Fellowship, and seeks to 
quicken the hearts of Christians in do- 
ing personal work. For those who wish 
to join this Fellowship, soul-winning 
Helps and Hints are being compiled 
each month by Dr. F. Carlton Booth of 
the faculty of Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary and will be mailed regularly. 

Over the air Dr. Fuller said: “I have 
been amazed at the number of listeners 
who write me asking how they can help 
in the tremendous task of soul-winning. 


*God has just revealed to me this plan 


which can be one of the most important 
and far-reaching ever undertaken in 
Christian work and which, entered 
upon, will strengthen churches every- 
where.” A kit of instructions will be 
sent to all requesting it. 

Correspondence should be addressed 
to Charles E. Fuller, P.O. Box 123, Los 
Angeles. : 


The Assemblies of God are growing 
probably more rapidly than any other 
Christian group in our land. The Gen- 
eral Council meeting in Oklahoma City 
in September presented the following 
statistics: 400,947 enrolled members, 
775,100 in Sunday schools, 8,650 ordained 
ministers, 739 missionaries in 67 differ- 
ent countries, $4,000,000 given to mis- 
sionary work in 1954, and 2,440 students 
training in 9 theological schools. 


An Arab Vow of Revenge.—The Jeru- 
salem Post, the principal English paper 
published in Israel today, reprints what 
is called the “Vow of Revenge” as it 
appeared in the Jordan press, a vow 
that every Arab is encouraged to take 
when he wakes in the morning and re- 
tires at night, with his hand upon the 
Koran: 

“We shall not live if we forget thee, 
O Port Said; 

“We shall not live if we forget thee, 
O Gaza; : 

“Let our blood burst from our veins 


if we forget thee, O Palestine.” 
4 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 3. MISSION OF THE TWELVE’ 
Matthew 9:35 to 10:42; printed text, Matthew 9:35 to 10:8, 24, 25 


Golden Text.—The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few, pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest.—Matt. 9:37, 38 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and vil- 
lages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every 
disease among the people. 

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scat- 
tered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 

37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few; 

38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest. 

Chap. 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve 
disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease. = 

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The 
first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 

3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the 
publican; James the son of Alphzus, and Lebbzeus, whose 
surname was Thaddzus; 


4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas ‘Iscariot, who also be- 
trayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, 
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any 
city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 

6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. 

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 


24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant 
above his lord. 

25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, 
and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master 
of the house Beelzebub, how-much more shall they call 
them of his household? 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

E ARE still in that section of 

Matthew’s Gospel in which the 

King Is Presented in His Pro- 
cedure. After the great declaration of 
the principles of the Kingdom in the 
Sermon on the Mount (chaps. 5, 6, 7), 
we have two chapters full of activity. 
The authority of the King is vindicated 
again ahd again through miraculous 
works in many realms. There is an in- 
creasing tempo until we come to a state- 
ment descriptive of all those days, “And 
Jesus went about all the cities and vil- 
lages, teaching . . . and preaching ... 
and healing .. .” (9:35). But for all 
the strenuous pace, there were still 
great sections of the country unreached. 
It was time for expansion. Our les- 
son brings us to the appointment of the 
apostolic band for this purpose, and to 
the chapter containing the instructions 
which the Lord gave them before they 
went forth on their first mission. This 
is the second great body of teaching in 
the Gospel, which we call, The Promo- 
tion of the Kingdom (chap. 10). 


Verse by Verse 
Matt. 9:35—“And Jesus went about 
... teaching ... preaching .. . heal- 
ing...” The triple ministry of Christ 
during His itinerations was teaching, 
preaching, and healing. The word for 
“preaching” here means “heralding,” 
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making an authoritative pronounce- 
ment which calls for submissive re- 
sponse, like a royal proclamation. Com- 
pare Acts 28:30, 31. 

Verse 36.—“. . . moved with compas- 
sion . . . because they fainted ... as 
sheép having no shepherd.” The multi- 
tudes did not spell success to Jesus, but 
need, so His reaction was not a swelling 
pride but a stinging pain. He had the 
eyes and the heart of a shepherd (John 
10:11). 

Verse 37.—“The harvest . . . plente- 
ous, but the labourers are few.” Strange 
that He should think in terms of sheep 
and speak in terms of harvest! Was it 
because the disciples were not yet able 
to enter into His feelings as a Shepherd? 

Verse 38—‘“Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest ... labourers into 
his harvest.” Who is the Lord of the 
harvest? We instinctively think of the 
Lord Jesus Himself, but He doubtless 
was inviting the disciples to pray to the 
Father rather than to Himself. Praying 
was part of their preparation for going. 


Chap. 10:1.—“. .. called... his twelve 
disciples, he gave them power...” If 
they were to be laborers together with 
Him, they must be empowered to do His 
work. These were the signs which 
would lend authority to their words and 
mark them as sent by Him, who 
wrought similar signs. 

Verse 2.—“... Simon... Andrew... 
James ... John...” The list is also 
given in Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16; 


Acts 1:13. In the latter case, Judas 
Iscariot is, of course, missing. In all 
four lists Peter stands first, but Andrew 
is named along with him only in Mat- 
thew and Luke. In the three Gospels 
James precedes John, but in Acts John 
is named right after Peter, with James 
following. 


Verses 3, 4.—“Philip . . . Bartholomew 
... Thomas... Matthew the publican; 
James ..,. Thaddeus.” Only in this list 
is Matthew designated “the publican.” 
Simon the Canaanite (Cananzan) is 
indicated by Luke as the Zealot (Ze- 
lotes). He came from a group of fanati- 
cal nationalists. Thaddzus is called 
“Judas the brother of James” by Luke 
(“son of James” in A.S.V., the Greek 
simply having “Judas of James”), Judas 
is marked as the traitor’in all three 
Gospel lists. 


Verse 5.—“, .. Go not into the way of 
the Gentiles . . .” These were instruc- 
tions for a single mission, although they 
contain many abiding principles which 
must be applied today. We need dis- 
cernment to see what is temporary and 
what is permanent. 


Verse 6—‘“But go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” This was 
in keeping with our Lord’s own pri- 
mary appointment as “minister of the 
circumcision” (Rom, 15:8), and with the 
general principle, “to the Jew first” 
(Rom. 1:16). 


Verse 7.—“. . . preach . . . The king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” “Preach” 
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is the same word used of Christ in 9:35, 
and the theme is the same. See 3:2; 
4:17. 

Verse 8.—“Heal . . . cleanse . . . raise 
the dead, cast out devils . . . freely 


give.” These men were “extensions” of 
Himself. The signs marked them as 
His ministers, and validated the message 
which they preached in His name. 

Verse 24.—“The disciple is not above 
his master ... servant... lord.” This 
reverts back to the treatment our Lord 
declared they would receive at the 
hands of men (vs. 17, 18, 22). “Master” 
here is “teacher,” and “servant” is 
“bondservant,” 

Verse 25.—“. . . the disciple ... as 
his master ... the master ... Beelzebub, 
how much more .. . them of his house- 
hold?” We should not expect better 
treatment than our Lord received. Be- 
elzebub (more correctly Beelzebul) 
was regarded among the Jews of 
Christ’s day as the prince of the demons, 
or Satan. In the Syrian the word means 
“lord of dung.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Lord Jesus lived a strenuous 
life. One has*only. to read Matthew 
9:35 with understanding and imagina- 
tion to realize the tremendous pressure 
of such a ministry. The strength ex- 
pended in the threefold work of teach- 
ing, preaching, and healing in city after 
city and village after village must have 
been almost unbelievable. He gave 
Himself without restriction to the work 
for which He had come into the world. 

But it is when the Spirit of inspira- 
tion draws aside the veil and gives us 
a glimpse into the heart of Jesus Christ 
that we see the meaning of it all. Some 
men are borne along on a tidal wave 
of excitement which enables them to 
accomplish great feats of endurance. 
The sight of the multitudes is the token 
of success, and the wine of success ex- 
hilarates them. With Jesus, however, 
it was not the success or the publicity 
that carried Him along. The multi- 
tudes for Him spelt need, and the deep 
compassion of His soul was as a mighty 
compulsion driving Him ‘on. His great 


shepherd heart looked out upon them, 


as sheep, so badly needing the care of 
a shepherd. Restricted in His bodily 
presence, He longed to reach more and 
more; so He appealed to His disciples to 
pray that the Lord of the harvest who 
had sent Him would send others also. 
The prayer was answered. Indeed, 
praying prepared these disciples to be 
themselves the answer to their prayer. 
So they found themselves being com- 
missioned to go forth to a like ministry 
as they had seen Him perform, endued 
with the power to do it, and instructed 
in the principles which should direct 
their endeavors. These men of the 
apostolic band were to go out as ex- 
tensions of Christ Himself—teaching, 
preaching, and healing as He did. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. January 27.—Needs That 
Meets (Temperance). 
Matthew 8:1 to 9:34 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. February 10.—The Warning and the 
Invitation of Jesus ..Matthew 11 and 12 


Jesus 








They were not to be misled by the 
apparent popularity of His ministry and 
think that they would have all smooth 
Sailing. Already the Pharisees had 
hurled vile epithets at Him (9:34), and 
Jesus warned His representatives that 
they could expect no better treatment 
than He had received. This applies to 
the whole age. We had better not covet 
nor expect the adulations of a* world in 
which our blessed Lord was called Be- 
elzebub, and servant of Beelzebub 
(Matt. 10:25). Let us gladly share His 
dishonor, and we shall receive honor 
from Him. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The Master 
(1) His program (Matt. 9:35) 
(2) His passion (vs. 36-38) 


2. The Servants 
(1) Their call (10: 1-4) 
(2) Their charge (vs. 5-8) 
(3) Their caution (vs. 24, 25) 


Topics for Development 

A Limited Ministry. There was just 
one restriction laid upon the apostles 
in their first mission. They were to 
confine themselves, for the time being, 
to the House of Israel. The day would 
come when the whole world must be 
their parish, but that awaited Christ’s 
death and resurrection. Till then He 
was “a minister of the circumcision for 
the truth of God” (Rom. 15:8), and 
they, too, must abide within these con- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

N WHAT section of Matthew's Gos- 

pel is this week’s lesson found? 

2. What great body of teaching enters 
into this week’s lesson? 

3. Of what three activities did our 
Lord’s daily ministry consist? 

4. What was our Lord’s impression of 
the multitudes? 

5. What prayer request did our Lord 
give to His disciples? 

6. Where do lists of the apostles ap- 
pear in the New Testament? 

7. Whose name stands first in all four 
lists of the apostles? 

8. What power did Christ give His 
apostles? ; 

9. What restriction did Jesus put upon 
His apostles’ first mission? 

10. Who was Beelzebub? 


(Answers on page 55) 
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fines. We remember how His final com- 
mission to them before His ascension 
included all nations (Matt, 28:19), or as 
Mark has it, “every creature” (Mark 
16:15). It is under that commission 
with its universal scope that we live. 
That does not mean that we are to neg- 
lect the House of Israel. They are one 
of the “all nations.” They are included 
in “every creature,” and very gratitude 
for the blessings which have come to 
us through them should move us to 
remember them with the Gospel. 

A Prayer Request. * The other day I 
heard a missionary say, “Christ gave 
His disciples only one prayer request, 
and it was a missionary request.” He 
was referring to Matthew 9:38. Even 
in Gethsemane He did not ask His dis- 
ciples to pray for Him, but to watch 
with Him, and exhorted them to prayer 
on their own behalf against. the hour 
of temptation. Perhaps our ‘missionary 
friend is right. 

The sequel to this prayer request is 
indeed interesting. The very ones who 
prayed were appointed the answer to 
their prayers, and were sent forth as 
laborers into the harvest. There can 
be no doubt that the very exercise of 
prayer on behalf of the need prepared 
them for the call to go forth as Christ’s 
extension men. Praying is serious busi- 
ness. Praying for Africa could land 
you in Africa. Praying for the South 
American Indians could end in your 
appointment to carry the Gospel to 
them. At any rate, when we pray we 
had better be ready to obey. Other- 
wise our praying is hypocrisy. 


Practical Applications 

We may not be empowered to heal 
the diseases of the body; but if we are 
true ministers of Christ, we shall leave 
a trail of blessing and helpfulness be- 
hind us wherever we go. 

Our .response to the multitudes will 
indicate how far we have gone in shar- 
ing the passion of our Lord. Do they 
stir in us covetousness for success or 
compassion for their need?. 

Don’t pray unless you are willing to 
become the answer to your own prayer 
(9:38; 10:1). 

The “go” of restricted witness (10:6) 
has given place to the “go” of universal 
witness (28:19). Have we caught the 
vision of the “all”? 

What right have we to expect honor 
from a world which called our Lord 
“lord of dung” and “prince of demons”? 


Golden Text ° 
Matt. 9:37, 38—“The harvest 

plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest ... labourers into his harvest.” It 
is our privilege to volunteer for the 
Lord’s service, but it is His prerogative 
to send. Isaiah recognized this when 
he said, “Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8). 
We had better not go unless we are 
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sent, and we had better not take it on 
ourselves to send others. When the 
Lord of the harvest does the sending, 
the work will be done. As we pray, 
He will call. 
Eu_muurst, ILL, 
ye 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTteD HyMNS 
“Hark! ’Tis the Shepherd’s Voice I Hear” 
“Far and Near the Fields Are Teeming” 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy loving compassion that sent the 
Saviour to our lost race. May Thy love 
dwell in us. Forgive us for our selfish- 
ness and give us the Christlike com- 
passion that forgets self in concern for 
others. Bless this lesson to our hearts 
that we may be both learners of Christ 
ourselves and bearers to others of the 
knowledge of Him. Bless our mission- 
aries overseas and all Gospel preachers 
and workers in this land, that many 
hearts may be turned to Thee through 
their labors. Grant Thy special mercies 
to those in sore distress; the sick, the 
bereaved, the defeated, and the desper- 
ate. Bring the nations to better un- 
derstanding, and let wise counsels pre- 
vail to secure justice and peace in our 
time. Most of all, we pray that Thy 
Kingdom may come and Thy will be 
done in earth as in Heaven, for our 
Saviour’s sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In one verse of our 
lesson we read af Christ’s twelve dis- 
ciples (Matt. 10:1), and in the next 
verse they are called the twelve apos- 
tles. Now a disciple is a learner and 
an apostle is one sent forth. So we read 





Soul-Winning Requires 


OVING OMPASSION 
IFELONG ONSECRATION 











in verse five, “These twelve Jesus sent 
forth”—sent them out to tell others of 
Christ. Before we can go out to win 
others to the Saviour, we must first be- 
come disciples, or learners. But when 
we have got to know the Lord Jesus 
and are learning of Him ourselves, we 
then should catch His concern for the 
many who live like sheep without a 
shepherd. He was moved at the sight 
of such people, and something of His 
concern was being felt by the disciples. 
So he sends them out to reach those 
beyond the reach of His own efforts. 
John Vassar was a very earnest soul- 
winner. He once asked a woman dressed 
for the ballroom, “Do you love the Lord 
Jesus?” In much concern she told her 
husband and he said, “Why didn’t you 
tell him it was none of his business?” 
“But,” replied the wife, “if you had seen 
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the expression of his face and heard 
the earnestness with which he spoke, 
you would have thought it was his busi- 
ness.” Yes, soul-winning is a Christian’s 
business, but it takes loving concern 
for others to make us willing to attend 
to this important business. Let us ask 
the Lord to give us of His compassion 
for the unsaved. Then we shall be mis- 
sionaries at heart and shall pray and 
work in every way we can to point 
others to Him. 


Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Pray ... that he will send forth 
labourers .. .” (Matt. 9:38).—Up to this 
time, the Lord had been laboring alone, 
going “about all the cities and villages, 
teaching . . . and preaching . . . and 
healing.” Since He healed “every sick- 
ness and every disease among the peo- 
ple,” it is easy to visualize the multi- 
tudes that came to Him. Moved with 
compassion on them, He said to His 
disciples, “The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the labourers are few.” Then 
He enjoined them to pray for laborers 
to be sent forth into His harvest. 

Then follows the calling of twelve 
of them and the commissioning of them 
to go. They were the answer to their 
prayer. This has often happened—and 
still does. While fervently praying to 
the Lord about the need of laborers, the 
Holy Spirit impresses upon the -prayer 
warriors that they—or their dear ones— 
are the ones He would have go forth. 


A Christian at a missionary conven- 
tion prayed earnestly, “O Lord, send 
laborers into Thy harvest field.” Then 
as the Spirit carried him along he 
prayed, “O Lord, send someone from 
our state convention.” He paused a mo- 
ment and then continued, “O Lord, send 
someone from our cHurch.” Again 
there was a pause, longer this time, and 
an inward struggle seemed to be taking 
place. At length he prayed, “I have a 
daughter. O Lord, if.it be pleasing to 
Thee, send her into Thy harvest field.” 
That was a real prayer to the Lord of 
the harvest! 


“And when he had called .. . his 
twelve disciples, he gave them power 
...” (Matt. 10:1).—It has been pointed 
out that the number twelve in the 
Scriptures signifies governmental per- 
fection. It is found as a multiple in all 
that has to do with rule. In the New 
Testament we have mentioned twelve 
tribes, apostles, foundations, gates, 
pearls, and angels. ° 

Dr. A. B. Bruce, in “The Training of 
the Twelve,” says, “That the number 
twelve was designed to bear such a 
mystic meaning, we know from Christ’s 
own words to. the apostles.on a later 
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occasion, when describing to them the 
rewards awaiting them in the kingdom. 
... He said .. . ‘when the Son of man 
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye 
also shall sit upon tweve thrones, judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel’ (Judas, 
of course, being replaced by Matthias. 
—Acts 1:25, 26).” 


“Go not into the way of the Gentiles 
...” (Matt. 10:5).—The Lord Jesus em- 
powered and commissioned the Twelve. 
He also assigned them their territory. 
They were to go “to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” They were for- 
bidden to go to Samaritans and Gen- 
tiles. They were to preach “the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” They were 
to “heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils.” 

There was to be “neither gold, nor 
silver, nor brass [copper]” in their 
purses. “No bag for your journey, nor 
change of linen, nor shoes, nor stick; 
for the labourer deserves his food” (v. 
10, Weymouth). They were to go to 
Israel—a people in covenant relationship 
to Jehovah. It was the privilege and 
responsibility of the Israelites to re- 
ceive, feed, shelter, and clothe’ them. 

After the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a completely different 
commission was given: “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” We who are Gentiles 
by nature, should be profoundly thank- 
ful to God that the time came for the 
Gospel of Christ to be preached to every 
creature—and not .to Jews only. See 
Acts 10 and Romans 15:8-24. 

Today we have the interesting spec- 
tacle of converted Jews, as well as Gen- 
tiles, preaching the Gospel to all na- 
tionalities! 

It was James Denny who said: “Some 
people say they do not believe in mis- 
sions. They have no right to believe 
in missions if they do not believe in 
Christ!” Let the first interest be in the 
Christ of the Gospel, and then the Gos- 
pel interest in world missions will fol- 
low. The missionary passion grows out 
of our passion for Him. 


“It is enough for the disciple that he 
be as his master .. .” (Matt. 10:25).—It 
was—and is—a glorious privilege to 
know and serve the Lord. It has had 
—and shall have—its abundant reward; 
but its path is one of suffering. The 
Lord did not withhold the melancholy 
news that His servants would be per- 
secuted and nfaligned, even as He was. 

He was called “Beelzebub the chief 
of the devils” (Luke 11:15); so mission- 
aries must not be surprised if they are 
called “foreign devils.” 

James has the honor of being the first 
of the apostles to receive the crown of 
martyrdom (Acts 12:2). Virtually all of 
the apostles died violent deaths in the 
honorable and glorious service of the 
Lord. Tradition says John was an ex- 
ception, for although he was banished 
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to the Isle of Patmos (Rev. 1:9), he 
died of old age. 

The recent massacre of five young 
missionaries.in Ecuador is an eloquent 
commentary on our text, “It is enough 
for the disciple that he be as his mas- 
ter.” 

Wawona, Catir. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, there’s a catchy little 
chorus that has gone the rounds, 
and I am sure you have heard it. If 
I’m not mistaken, it was composed by 
Stuart Hamblen, the famous cowboy: 
It is no secret 
What God can do, 
What He’s done for others, 
He'll do for you. 

That pinpoints our interest in our 
matchless Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I’m glad it’s no secret. I'm glad 
that here, more than nineteen hundred 
years after He lived on earth, we have 
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a clear record of what He did for others; 
and that the record plainly states that 
He will do the same for you and me 
if we trust Him. It is also an interest- 
ing fact that we have the very same ail- 
ments, both physical and otherwise, 
which afflicted the people in Palestine. 
Spiritually, too, they were sin-curst 
and lost—and He loved them all. He 
healed all who trusted Him; He went 
to Calvary and died to save sinners— 
and that included you and me. 

This is an astonishing thing when you 
come to think it through. I heard Dr. 
James Stalker of London say once to 
a group of ministers, “Woe unto you 
when the surprise of the Gospel is lost 
to you!” There is such a thing as “sell- 
ing God short” if you know what that 
means. It is failing to realize until it 
is too late how much He can do and 
wants to do for you. 

Did you ever think of this, that what 
God does is perfect—complete! And 
not only that, but ample—abundant. 
The things we most need, He has pro- 
vided in the greatest measure. But 
when we pray, too often we ask only 
for scraps. God wants us to make large 
requests, even for the (as we suppose) 
impossible. Do you recall the story of 
the man who was walking on a narrow 
mountain ledge and met a bear? He 
dropped on his knees and prayed, “Lord, 
if you can’t help me, please don’t help 
the bear’! When. we pray like that 
we limit God’s power, we limit His love 
and His willingness. We forget His 
clearly expressed desire to do more for 
us than we can ask or think (Eph. 3:20). 

“And all things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re- 
ceive” (Matt. 21:22). “And Jesus an- 
swering saith . . . Have faith in God. 
For verily I say unto you, That whoso- 
ever shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be thou cast into the 
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, 
but shall believe that those things 
which he saith shall come to pass; he 
shall have whatsoever he saith. There- 
fore, I say unto you, What things soever 
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them” (Mark 11: 22-24). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


E WILL paste bright green hearts 

on our charts this morning. Each 
of you print the work “meek” on a 
white strip and paste it on the heart. 
Then paste that heart in your notebook 
on the page, following the one on which 
you put the pink heart. Every heart 
should be pasted the same distance from 
the top of the page, so that when the 
chart is opened out, all of them will be 
in a straight line. Our Beatitude for 
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today is: “Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit the earth.” 

Last Sunday we learned about some 
of the miracles that Jesus did. Though 
He was creator of all, He had come into 
the world, not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister. This means that He 
came, not to be served by His creatures, 
but to serve them. How wonderfully 
He did this, right up to the awful day 
when He gave His life a ransom for 
many! 

Jesus has called human beings into 
this great work of serving others and 
Spreading the glorious message of sal- 
vation. He might have chosen His sin- 
less angels to do this, but He did not. 
Our Lord chose to entrust this great 
work to people like ourselves, who 
would witness for Him by their lives 
as well as by their words. For the most 
part He chose poor men, neither great 
nor famous. If Peter, James, and John 
had not been followers of Christ, their 
names would have perished from the 
earth long ago. But because of their 
connection with Him, their names will 
endure longer than those of earthly 
kings, and we shall see them heading 
the twelve tribes of Israel when Christ 
reigns. Truly, “it pays to serve Jesus.” 

Now let us read Matthew 9:35. Notice 
that Jesus went about all the cities and 
villages, teaching and preaching, and 
healing every sickness and every dis- 
ease among the people. He was ready 
to help everyone who came needing 
help. And He still is. No one can ever 
say that He came to the Saviour and 
was turned away. 

Read verse 36. When Jesus saw the 
multitude of needy people, He was 
“moved with compassion” because they 
were like “sheep having no shepherd.” 
Girls, should we not be moved with 
compassion as we look upon unsaved 
people? If they do not have Jesus, they 
have no shepherd, for there is no other. 

Now read from verse 37 through Mat- 
thew 10:8. After the Lord pointed out 
the need to His disciples, and told them 
to pray for laborers, He gave them 
power and sent them out to be laborers 
themselves in His harvest. *This first 
time, He sent the Twelve only to Israel- 
ites. Later, He commissioned them to 
all the world. But at this time they 
were to preach to the Jews that the 
Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. It 
was, indeed, for their rightful King was 
already in the land. But although the 
miracles which He empowered His dis- 
ciples to do should have convinced the 
Jews that their message was true, they 
did not receive Him. 

Notice the ending of verse 8, “Freely 
ye have received, freely give.” It this 
not true of us also? We have received 
numberless blessings from God, the 
greatest of all being eternal life. Now 
we must share these blessings with 
others. 

A Christian girl was eager to share 
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Lesson for February 3 


her blessings with others, One day in 
the pouring rain she passed a woman 
on the street whom she had seen several 
times before. She gave her a bright 
smile. The woman stopped and said, 
“Are you in a hurry?” “Not especially,” 
said the girl rather surprised. “Then 
let us stand under this awning a min- 
ute,” said the woman. “I want to ask 
you a qyestion. What makes you so 
happy all the time? 
a smile on your face as if you have 
some joyful secret.” This girl was 
thrilled to tell the woman of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and before long she ac- 
cepted Christ as her Saviour, too. Even 
a smile can be used by the Lord. 

Sometimes witnessing is) not so easy 
and pleasant as that. Sometimes it 
brings persecution. What then? Read 
verses 24 and 25 of this same chapter. 
Our blessed Lord was spoken against 
and ill-treated more than anyone else 
has ever been. If persecuted, we should 
continue witnessing, satisfied to be as 
our Lord. The last two Beatitudes tell 
of the blessedness of being persecuted 
for Christ’s sake. The apostles found 
this out by experience. Have we ever 
been sneered at because we are Chris- 
tians? If not, I am afraid our light 
must be almost hidden. We must trim 
our lamps so that the light will shine 
through. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


She Did What She Could.—The har- 
vest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few (Matt. 9:37, Golden Text). A 
twelve-year-old girl said to her Sun- 
day schoo] teacher, “I can’t do very 
much to get girls for our class, but 
surely out of all the girls in our neigh- 
borhood who never go to any Sunday 
school or church, I can get one girl.” 
She did get one girl, and that girl 
brought every member of her “gang,” 
as she called them. The little twelve- 
year-old was shy and very quiet, but 
by doing her part she brought a girl 
who proved to have a real influence 
over many other children in the neigh- 
borhood.—Told by the teacher. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Illuminating Conjunctions—And ... 
But (Matt. 9:35, 36). Conjunctions in 
God’s Word are sometimes very illumi- 
nating; take “and” at the beginning of 
verse 35 and “but” at the beginning of 
verse 36. The Pharisees accused Christ 
of being in league with the Devil, and 
the narrative continues, “And Jesus 
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went about ... teaching . . . preaching 

. . and healing.” Not even a “but” 
about it! Cruel calumny. did not cause 
Him to slacken His efforts. Then the 
“but”! After all His successes there is 
no elation or self-satisfaction. He looks 
at the multitudes still unreached and 
summons reinforcements of praying 
people, because He was moved with 
compassion. Oh, that our “ands” and 
“buts” might always be like His!—Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Opportunities Right at Home.—These 
twelve Jesus sent forth, and com- 
manded them, saying, . . . AS ye go, 
preach (Matt. 10:5, 7). It seems a some- 
what ridiculous story, but it conveys an 
important lesson to relate how a great 
life insurance company in New York 
invited all its agents throughout the 
country to a conference in New York, 
and while in attendance one of the 
agents from the West insured the bar- 
ber, the elevator man, and a waiter in 
the restaurant, all of whom had been 
employed for years by the insurance 
company in its great building. No one 
had thought to offer policies to these 
men in the home office building! Ex- 
actly so. That is the reason the pro- 
fessional evangelist sweeps in so many; 
he simply improves the chance that has 
been there all the time. But why must 
we wait for him?—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Something To “Holler” About.—These 
twelve Jesus sent forth, . . . saying, . 
as ye gO, preach, saying, The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand (Matt. 10:5, 7). 
One cold winter’s day a little newsboy 
with a great pile of newspapers under 
his arm stood silently at a street corner 
in Buffalo. He was so intent on trying 
to huddle himself together for greater 
warmth that the gentleman had to 
nudge him to attract his attention to 
the fact that he wanted to buy a paper. 
“Why aren’t you calling your papers, 
boy?” he asked, and this was his reply, 
“There ain’t nuthin’ in ’em, sir, to holler 
about.” When Jesus sent His messen- 
gers out He gave them something worth 
talking about.—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


Why It Is Good News.—And as ye go, 
preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven 
is at hand (Matt. 10:7). What is the 
Gospel that we ought to preach it and 
men ought to hear it? It is good news, 
glad tidings of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. Oh, but somebody says, “Do 
you call the news of that Book—that I 
am on the road to hell—good news?” 
No, sir; that in itself is not good news, 
but since it is the truth, the sooner 
you find out, the better it will be for 
you. Suppose you were wandering, lost 
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in a swamp, and a man should come to 
you and say, “You are lost,” that 
wouldn’t help you. But supposing the 
man said: “You are lost. I am a guide, 
I know the way out. If you put your- 
self in my care I will lead you back 
to your home, back to your loved ones.” 
That would meet your condition. Now, 
God doesn’t tell you that you are lost 
and on the road to hell, and then leave 
you, but He tells you that you are on 
the way to hell, and He says, “I have 
sent a guide, my Son, to lead you out, 
and to lead you back to peace and sal- 
vation.” That's good news, that God 
is kind enough to tell you that you are 
lost and on the road to hell and that He 
sends a guide who, if you will submit, 
will lead you out of your condition and 
lead you to peace and salvation. That's 
Gospel; that’s good news; that tells a 
man that he needn't go to hell unless he 
wants to.—From Billy Sunday. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


Not for Money—but for Christ.—Pro- 
vide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass 
in your purses (Matt. 10:9). When a 
teacher was wanted by Dr. Mason of 
Burma for the warlike Bghais, he asked 
his boatman, Shapon, if he would go; 
and reminded him that, instead of the 
fifteen rupees a month which he now 
received he could have only four rupees 
a month as a teacher. After praying 
over the matter, he came back, and Dr. 
Mason asked, “Well, Shapon, what is 
your decision?” Shapon answered, “No, 
Teacher, I could not go for four rupees 
a month; but I can do it for Christ.” 
And for Christ’s sake he did go.—Sent 


. by J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Three Stages in Zinzendorf’s Experi- 
ence.—It is enough for the disciple that 
he be as his master (Matt. 10:25). Three 
things mark the crisis of the life of 
Count Zinzendorf. In the first place, 
when he utterly stfrrendered himself to 
God for service, he took this motto, 
“Henceforth I will account that to be 
my native land which for Christ’s sake 
has most need of my labor.” Then a 
little later in his life he said, “I would 
rather be hated for Christ’s sake than 
be loved and adored for my own.” And 
he reached another height later when 
he said, “Amid all my toils and trials for 
my Master I seem to be like one that 
is treading on air."—From_ Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus Needs You 
(Matt. 9:35; 10:1, 5a, 7, 8, 24, 25a) 


AME these persons: A king who 

had some babies killed (Herod). 
A man in camels’ hair clothing (John 
the Baptist). One who tried to get the 
Lord to worship him (Satan). Some 
fishermen (Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John). A man who collected taxes 
(Matthew). 

Prepare a poster using an appropriate 
picture of the Lord, and last week’s 
Memory Verse: .“(Jesus said,) Follow 
me” (Matt. 9:9). Allow enough space 
underneath to add verses for worship 
and other verses as they are mentioned 
in the lessons. Did the Lord have 
power to change a despised tax collector 
into a fine, honest man? What other 
powers did the Lord show? From your 
lists we will make a list on the black- 
board, (Cure leprosy, palsy, fever, all 
kinds of sickness, blindness. Control 
evil spirits. Calm storm. Forgive sins.) 

How all those people in _ trouble 
needed the Lord Jesus! Did the Lord 
Jesus need them, too? Yes, He needed 
their faith and love. Then, too, there 
was more work than He alone could 
do. That was one reason He called 
fishermen Peter and Andrew, James and 
John, and tax collector Matthew from 
their work. For one thing He needed 
Matthew to write these stories down 
for us so we would know His power 
an." what He can do for us, and also so 
we will know that He still needs help- 
ers—us, too! Our stories this week will 
tell about the big job and the directions 
for His helpers: (29) A big job, Mat- 
thew 9:35-38. (30) The helpers, chapter 
10:1-4, (31) What to do, verses 5-15. 
(32) Dangerous work, verses 16-23. (33) 
No need to be afraid, verses 24-31. (34) 
Rewards, verses 32-39. (35) Rewards for 
those who help them, verses 40-42. 

The Lord could go to only one city 
or village at a time. How many cities 
do you suppose there were in the coun- 
try? (Map.) One man! said there 
were 240 in Galilee. The Lord wanted 
everyone everywhere to know the King- 
dom of Heaven was coming. So He 
asked His disciples to pray for helpers. 
And who do you suppose the helpers 
were? Yes, Peter and Andrew, James 
and John, and Matthew, and seven more 
—the twelve disciples. He sent them 
out in pairs. And He gave them many 
of the powers He had. Do you suppose 
He gave them all the powers He had? 
We will see what Matthew says (10:1, 
8) and compare it with the list on the 
blackboard. “ 

They were to preach and heal like 
their Master. Would they have bad 
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things said about them sometimes as 
the Lord Jesus had? It had been said 
that He was in league with the prince 
of the devils, Beelzebub! That was why 
the evil spirits obeyed Him, they said. 
Some folks, you see, would not believe 
who He was, even though they saw His 
power! They found other ways to ex- 
plain it. But no matter what happened, 
God would take care of the Lord’s 
workers, His Spirit would show them 
what to say, and they would have their 
reward in Heaven. 

Does the Lord Jesus need you—junior 
boys and girls? He is not here now in 
body to go to speak to one person! Could 
He send you to invite some neighbors 
or playmates to church and Sunday 
school? Could He ask you to comfort 
some crying tot, or help some thirsty 
baby to a drink? Perhaps you did not 
know He mentioned giving the baby a 
drink as something you could do for 
Him! If the ears of your heart listen 
to His voice, you will hear something 
He wants you to do today and this 
week, I am sure. 

“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you,” He says (John 
15:14). Let us add that verse to our 
picture poster of the Lord. (Place a 
strip with this Memory Verse below 
the last.) 

ORONO, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


<4 OD never asks any man or any 
woman, under any circumstances, 

to be or to do anything for Him, with- 
out at that moment placing at that 
one’s disposal ample and adequate pro- 
vision to be or to do that thing.” So 
taught Dr. Robert Ketcham some years 
ago. It was a truth indelibly imprinted 
on this writer’s heart. If you are like 
many other servants of the Lord, it is 
altogether possible that you have faced 
or are facing a time of discouragement. 
Perhaps you fee] that you are not quali- 
fied to handle your Primaries. But 
read that quotation again. And if you 
know in your heart that the Lord one 
day entrusted these precious children 
to your spiritual care, then be at rest: 
He will enable you to do that which 
He has commanded you to do! Do not 
gratify the Devil by being discouraged. 
Can you think of any group of men 
who were more unqualified than the 
disciples to do that which our precious 
Lord commanded them to do? “Cast 
out unclean spirits, heal all manner ‘of 
disease and sickness, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons, 
preach.” Only a short time before, some 
of these men were at their nets—un- 
learned fishermen. Another was a no- 
torious tax collector. None was “quali- 
fied.” But the Lord of creation (Jer. 
32:17) had called them to serve Him. 
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And His commandment was His en- 
ablement. He will use you, dear teacher. 

Today’s lesson is one that should not 
only be learned by your scholars—but 
lived by them. While it is important 
for them to know that the early dis- 
ciples obeyed the command of the Lord 
Jesus and preached the Gospel, it is 
more important that your boys and girls 
should follow their precept. For them 
to do so, however, they should be pre- 
pared. While we do not ordinarily in 
this column suggest your doing some- 
thing that has not already been tried 
and proved, we are doing so this time. 
We invite you to let us know the out- 
come of this project. 

In teaching the lesson, spend much 
time on the meaning of Matthew 9:36. 
They (and you and I), like -the Lord 
Jesus Himself, should have compassion- 
ate hearts (hearts that suffer with those 
who do not know the Saviour). Em- 
phasize that the lost will spend all of 
eternity apart from Christ. Since the 
compassion of the Lord Jesus led Him 
all the way to Calvary, our compassion 
for the lost should cause us (children 
and their leaders) to yield ourselves 
entirely to Him for the proclaiming of 
the glorious Gospel. 

Provide for each student a miniature 
flannel board. It need be only post- 
card size. Provide stick men figures 
(your own design, copied from the 
Little Jetts in the Tumes) of the raising 
of Jairus’s daughter (Matt. 9:18-26). 
Tell this story at the conclusion of your 
lesson, explaining that while the little 
girl was dead physically, all who have 
not been born into God’s family are 
dead spiritually—to be forever sepa- 
rated from God. Review the lesson with 
the children so that you are assured that 
they completely understand it. Encour- 
age them to use their little flannel 
boards and figures to tell the story to 
at least one other child during the 
coming week. Not only are they to tell 
the story, but they are to make an effort 
to lead their little friend to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 

In order to do this intelligently, you 
will have to take time to show them 
how to lead someone else to Christ. 
(Provide each one with a tiny Wordless 
Book—they may be purchased inex- 
pensively, or you may make them.) 
The cardinal points to be remembered 
are: (1) Show his friend his need of 
a Saviour (Rom. 3:23), using the black 
page. (2) Show him the way of sal- 
vation (1 Cor, 15:3, 4; 1 John 1:7), the 
red page. (3) Get him to receive the 
Saviour (John 1:12; Isa. 1:18), the white 
page. (4) Give him assurance of sal- 
vation (John 3:16; Rev. 21:18, 21), the 
gold page. (5) Encourage him to tell 
someone else what he has done. That 
is the only way to grow (2 Pet. 3:18), 
and we use the green page to remind 
us of growing things. You will simplify 
this, of course, and spend ample time 
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on it. Let us make our children ear- 
nest witnesses and ardent soul-winners. 
May they (and we!) be in love with the 
Lord Jesus. 


LANCASTER, PA. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 50) 

1. The section dealing with the Pro- 
cedures of the King. 

2. The Lord’s instructions to His apos- 
tles before their first mission—The Pro- 
motion of the Kingdom. 

3. Teaching, preaching, healing (Matt. 
9:35). 

4. He saw them “as sheep having no 
shepherd” (v. 36). 

5. That the Lord of the harvest would 
send laborers into the harvest (v. 38). 

6. Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3: 16-19; Luke 
6: 14-16; Acts 1:13. 

7. Simon Peter. 

8. “Power against unclean spirits ... 
and to heal all manner of sickness” 
(10:1). 

9. They were not to go beyond Jewry 
(vs. 5, 6). 

10. The prince of the demons, identi- 
fied with Satan. According to the 
Syrians he was “lord of dung.” 


ELmMuurst, ILL. 
bod 


The Bible in the Christian's Life 
(Continued from page 45) 


The third secret is to use a disciplined 
method, Without some system to guide 
us through the Bible, we shall soon find 
ourselves settling down to a little round 
of our favorite Psalms and passages 
from the Gospels. The method we 
choose should be one which will conduct 
us on a systematic tour of the Bible, 
that our diet may be balanced and our 
Scriptural vision broad. Such a system 
is that of the Scripture Union,! which 
besides giving a calendar of daily read- 
ings for each year, provides various 
graded series of explanatory notes that 
comment on the portion of Scripture for 
each day. 

Assuming that we have adopted a 
regular system of Bible reading, and 
that we are sitting ready to begin our 
quiet time, we must now realize that 
without God’s help we shall not be able 
to hear His voice clearly. This makes 
it essential that we should adopt a de- 





1The Scripture Union numbers over a mil- 
lion members throughout the world, who in 
their own languages read the same daily 
portion of the Bible. The S. U. plan and 
daily devotional and expository notes, by 
such men of God as the Rev. W. Graham 
Scroggie, D.D., may be obtained for $1.25 a 
year. Write for these, and/or for full details 
concerning the different notes available, 
geared to suit all ages, to the Scripture 
Union, North American Headquarters, 3 
Cawthra Square, Toronto 5, Can. 
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She Struck a Blow 
for World Peace 





...and gained her own security! 


“One of the best ways to bring 
about peace,” this good lady rea- 
soned, “is to offset the darkness 
of atheistic thinking by bringing 
the light of the Gospel into far 
corners of the world. How can I 
best help do this with my limited 
means?” 


The American Bible Society 
suggested she put her money into 
Annuity Agreements, which gave 
her a high rate of return, freedom 
from anxiety, and a safe, regular, 
partially tax exempt income such 
as she had never before enjoyed. 


/ 


would be used to further the work 
of translating and distributing 
the Bible all over the world. 


You, too, can help spread the 
Gospel of the Prince of Peace— 
and bring peace of mind to your- 
self—through the purchase of an 
American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement. Why not investigate? 





The Dual-Purpose 
Annuity with the Double- 


Protection Reserve 




















She knew any remaining principal 
End AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY S 
Worry 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
With An Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-71, 
A.B.S. entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
Annuity 
Agreement Name 
* 
SEND Address 
a. City. Zone. State 
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HI-POTENCY 


Vitamin-Mineral 


Dietary Supplement 


Vigor, pep, and stamina renewed! So users 
gladly testify. Study the formula; compare 
the price! Unequalled value in potencies, 
number of nutriments and low price. 
30 Days’ Supply — 270 Tablets 

Try for 30 days and SEE—3 vitamin tablets, 
6 mineral tablets each day. Unit of 3 bottles, 
one of Multi-Vitamins, two df Multi-Minerals. 
Full 30-day ration only $6.85. 


Multi-Vitamins: 1-Day Supply gives 








Vitamin A ...... 25,500 USP Cholline.......00--seee+ 

Vitamin D.........1 i 

Vitamin B1 

Vitamin B2 ... 

Niacin.....+++0+ Be A 

Niacinamid Biotin .........- mg. 

Vitamin B6 ... } paag (dietary)......... 4 gr. 

Vitamin B12 Live 

Vitamin C.......se00+ i (Whole dried) ...... 4er. 

Vitamin E ..-ccceseceeees Chlorophyll............ 3 mg. 

Vitamin K_ ...sccess- Alfalfa Juice 

Calcium Cseuseutnate Sonera 1 gr. 
unsethohite eoceee Omg. Rutin.........ccceeeeeees 1 mg. 


Plus 10 Minerale 
One extra set FREE with each Sixth Order 
Order today and save 
15 per cent discount to full-time Christian workers 

(If you live in California add 4 per cent sales tax) 

Representatives Wanted 
PAS-CAL COMPANY 
P.O. Box 203-TA ALTADENA, CALIF. 








wo Bible 
Dbook 


{Formerly known as ‘Pocket Bible Handbook’’} 


Book OF a Lifetime... For a Lifetime 
Loved alike by ... Young and Old 
Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly Commended by leading Magazines 
Specially Useful for S S Teachers 
it is an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, 
with Notes on Books of the Bible, their Historical, 


Geographical and Chronological unds, 
with 75 Illustrative Maps: . _ 
Amazing Sagpocetoatoat procovertce, 
Confirming or I iy | Bible History, with 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 
Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece 
Rome, touching the Bible Story: 
Row ¥e Got the Bible, be i Old and 

New Testaments, Apocrypha Manu- 
ew and Early Christian Writings: 

itome of Church History, Connectin 
Bins imes with Our Own; Early Church Fath Pane 
ers, Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, 
Luther and the Reformation. 
Now Contains “Best Bible Verses”. There 
is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Biblical information. 
{Further particulars sent on request} 
4x 6% x 1% inches 


956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 


Order from your Bookstore or 


H.H. HALLEY, Box 774, chicago90,m. 
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vout mind, by praying in simple terms 
that God will open our eyes to behold 
wondrous things out of His law. Once 
we have prayed thus, we may come to 
our Scripture reading with full confi- 
dence that God will have for us some 
personal message for the day. 

Read your Scripture portion through, 
and then read it again slowly, making 
sure that you understand the meaning 
of each verse. Consult any notes you 
may have about the portion. 

Then look for a divine message to you 
from the verses you have read. This 
may be (1) something about God—His 
character, His grace, or His promises; 
or it may be (2) something about your- 
self—something you should do or not 
do, or something that you should pray. 
Whatever it is, it should be personal, 
not general, and should help you either 
to love God more fully or to serve Him 
more worthily. 

This divine message should either be 
underlined where it stands in your 
Bible, or, better still, written in a sep- 
arate notebook. 

Turn this God-given message immedi- 
sately into a prayer. For example, if the 
verse you chose was, “Be strong and 
of a good courage,” pray that God will 
enable you to be courageous in the par- 
ticular circumstances of your own life. 
This will naturally lead you to pray the 
same blessing on other people. 

Here then is God’s own plan for His 
children to enable them to live day by 
day, knowing and following His will 
It is a plan which, admittedly, requires 
perseverance, but which can lead us 
straight to that “closer walk with God” 
for which we so often pray. 

ToRONTO, CAN. 
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Children at Home 


A Dog for David 
By Esther O. Smith 


ATE one afternoon, when the sun 

was sinking low in the west, David 
Willis walked up from the pasture 
bringing in the herd. The cattle lowed 
as he drove them toward the barn. Toni, 
the hired man, opened the gate and 
the spotted cows passed quietly into the 
barnyard. 

Spot, a brown and white dog, dashed 
up to David and, jumping up on him, 
tried to lick his face. 

“Down, Spot. That’s a good dog,” said 
David. 

David sat down on a log by the barn 
door and threw his arms around the 
dog’s neck. 

“You’re a good dog, Spot,” said the 
boy. “I wonder whose dog you really 
are?” David patted Spot on the head 
and said, “Well, I hope that you will 
always be my dog. That would suit 
me fine.” 


Early one evening, several months 
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before, David had found Spot lying un- 
der some bushes at the end of the lane. 
The dog’s paw had been hurt. David 
had carried the dog to the house, bathed 
his paw, and cared for him. No one 
had claimed Spot, and David had be- 
come very fond of the dog. He felt that 
Spot was his very own dog. 

“Time for supper, Spot,” David said. 
“Come, I'll race you to the house.” 

“Wuf, wuf, wuf,” barked Spot, as he 
started to race with David. 

When they reached the back porch, 
Spot was so out of breath that he lay 
down by the steps to rest. 

David ran in the house and, in a few 
minutes, came out with a dish of food 
in one hand and a pan of fresh water 
in the other hand. He placed the pans 
on the ground and Spot got up and 
wagged his tail That was his way of 
saying, “Thank you,” for all the kind- 
ness that David showed him. 

Suddenly Spot cocked his ear and 
wagged his tail harder than ever. A 
strange automobile was coming up the 
lane. David looked quickly at the car 
and his heart beat fast as he thought, 
“Could that be someone coming to claim 
Spot?” He always had that fear when 
he saw a strange car coming up the lane. 

David patted Spot gently, but the dog 
moved away and began to bark. He 
circled the yard excitedly, then ran 
across the lawn to the car that had stop- 
ped a short distance from the house, 
A man and a woman got out of the car. 
Spot sniffed them and then barked 
again. 

“This is our dog, Alice,” remarked the 
man. 

Spot jumped up and licked the man’s 
hand. 

The lady patted Spot and said in a 
soft voice, “It’s good to see you, Spot.” 

David walked slowly over to the little 
group. 

“I’m John Bennett,” 
“and this is my wife, Alice. 
you find our dog?” 

“I found him under some bushes. at 
the end of the lane,” replied David. 
“Is Spot really your dog?” 

“Yes, Spot is our dog and that is his 
name. Strange that we both call him 
Spot.” 

David’s parents had joined them, and 
his father said, “We tried to find Spot’s 
owner. I put an ad in the paper but 
received no answer.” 

“We lost Spot when we passed 
through here two months ago,” replied 
John Bennett. “This is the first oppor- 
tunity we have had to return. We have 
had Spot since he was a puppy, and 
we are very much attached to him.” 

“I love Spot, too,” thought David. “I 
found him. He was hurt and I took 
care of him. He is my dog.” Tears 
blurred his vision, and he kicked at a 
clump of grass. 

Then he heard the sweet-faced woman 
say: “We are very happy that we have 


said the man, 
Where did 





HERE 1 7 ‘MATERIAL FOR 1957 


fotelaleteins iF uf = Come bi 
Look over this eppecling new VES 10! — Only ‘2.50 cach! 


Art projects completely new through- Beginners and Primary material 
out all five departments specifically prepared to make lessons 
easier 


New Nursery department material com i 
a Attendance-building material: 


Letters, knob hangers—stand ups, 
post cards, bulletins, 

buttons, workers certificates, 
More pictures than ever pupil certificates. 


See your Bookseller for 
Teachers manuals for each department a sample kit, 


Hymn studies for Junior and Senior 0 
each 


lessons 


At your nearest religious bookstore 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Thoroughly revised lessons in all 
departments 
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Can You.Go to Alaska 
With Us Next July? 





The Sunday School Times will oper- 
ate its 18th annual Christian Fellowshi 
Cruise to Alaska July 3-25, 1957. All 
readers, who may be interested, are in- 
vited to send for.the free cruise folder 
describing the complete journey. If you 
find that the trip suits your vacation time 

‘and budget, send in your questions or 
mail your r tion. You will be most 
welcome to join the party. 


Christian Fellowship Cruises to Alaska 
are widely known as the very best avail- 
able for summer travelers. Hundreds 
of Sunday School Times readers have 
enjoyed the trips, and the d con- 
tinues for this high-character, delightful 
July vacation to the Land of the Mid- 
night Sun. 


In July, the sun shines almost all 
around the clock in Alaska. The Chris- 
tian Fellowship Cruise ae thissummer, 
July 3-25, will enjoy the experience of 
watching Inside Passage scenery, and 
even reading on deck, up to near mid- 
night. This is only one of the surpris- 
ing adventures in. Alaska. Travelers are 
particularly impressed with the charm 
and thrill of complete relaxation aboard 
ship, on the calmest waters imaginable, 
as they sail through the magnificent 
mountain canyons of the majestic In- 
side Passage. 


Undoubtedly, Alaska is the most de- 
lightful summer vacation cruise to be 
found anywhere on this continent. 
Weather is cool, the air bracing, the 
scenery is on a noble scale of unbeliev- 
able grandeur, the journey is comfort- 
able, invigorating, inspiring. 


Add to the scenic drama of an Alaskan 
voyage, the satisfying pleasures of Chris- 
tian fellowship, while traveling as a 
member of a congenial “family” and you 
have a vacation which is bound to rank 
as the very best you have ever taken. 
This year’s tour includes Banff and Lake 
Louise. 


You are invited to consider the 18th 
annual Christian Fellowship Cruise for 
your 1957 vacation. First, send for the 
free illustrated folder “Alaska.” Then, 


You are cordially invited to our vacation 
fellowship. Please address Mr. Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., Editor, The Sunday School 

Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 





if the trip appeals to you, join the party. + 
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found Spot. We certainly appreciate 
your kindness in caring for him.” 


They were going to take Spot away 


with them! David's lip quivered. The 
tears ran down his cheeks, and he 
turned his head so that no one would 
See that he was crying. 

David walked a few steps toward the 
house and Spot started to follow him. 

“Here, Spot,” called David’s father. 
David furned his head and saw that 
Mrs. Bennett had taken her seat in 
the car and Mr. Bennett was waiting to 
put Spot in the back seat. 

Spot trotted toward the car and it 
was then that David gave a low whistle 
which no one heard except Spot. 

Quick as a_ flash, Spot turned, and 
barking, “Wuf, wuf, wuf,” he ran back 
to David, who threw his arms around 
the dog’s neck and hugged him tightly. 

“David,” his father’s voice was stern. 

David @ooked at Mrs. Bennett. She 
had a very unhappy expression on her 
face. 

“I’m sorry, David,” she said. “I know 
that you love Spot very much.” 

Then it was that David seemed to hear 
a still, small voice inside him say, “Da- 
vid Willis, have you forgotten the Com- 
mandment you learned last week?” 

David swallowed the lump in his throat, 
He hadn’t forgotten that Commandment. 
“Thou shalt not covet.” His Sunday 
school teacher had explained just what 
it meant—that we should not desire 
something that belongs to someone else. 
David realized that he had broken that 
Commandment, for he had certainly 
coveted Spot. 

Quickly he lifted Spot in his arms 
and carried him. over to the car. He 
could not look into Mrs. Bennett’s eyes 
as he put Spot in the back of the car. 

“"By, Spot,” he murmured. Then 
David turned and ran quickly into the 
house. He ran up the stairs to his room 
and threw himself across the bed. Da- 
vid cried, not just because he had lost 
Spot, but because he knew that he had 
done wrong in wanting a dog that be- 
longed to someone else. 

“Dear Lord, I’m sorry. Forgive me,” 
he prayed, and he quickly brushed the 
tears away. He felt better now. Spot 
belonged to the Bennetts and they had 
the right to take him away. 

Several days later, David came whis- 
tling up from the barn, just as the ex- 
pressman drove up to the back door. 
The man lifted a slatted box from the 
truck and, through the slats, David saw 
a beautiful brown-and-white puppy. 

“Does David Willis live here?” asked 
the expressman. 

“Oh, Mr. Harris, you know that I’m 
David Willis.” 

“Well, that’s the name on this box, 
David,” said Mr. Harris, as he placed 
the box on the ground. 

David’s eyes shone with joy as he 
read the card that was fastened on the 
box. 
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“We hope that you will love this 
puppy just as much as we all love Spot. 
—The Bennetts,” 


HAVRE DE GRACE, Mb. 


The Blessing of Bible Memorizing 
Written especially for the Bible Success Band 
By Lady Montgomery 
Lady Montgomery’s son, Field Mar- 
shal Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, 
one of Britain’s great military 
heroes, helped greatly to bring vic- 
tory to the Allies in the Second 
World War. 


AM much interested te hear about 

the Bible Success Band which pub- 
lishes an annual booklet containing a 
verse of Scripture to be learned by 
heart each day of the year. 

I wonder how many of my readers 
have been brought up to learn a verse 
of the Bible every-day? I was brought 
up to do this, and as a consequence I 
know nearly all the Psalms and most 
of the New Testament by. heart. 

When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heavenly thoughts supply. 

Being a bad sleeper I find it a great 
comfort to repeat to myself passages of 
the Scriptures in bed. And I brought 
up my children to learn a verse from 
the Bible every morning before break- 
fast. It may be that General Mont- 
gomery’s knowledge and love of the 
Bible starts from this fact. 

The two books that he carries always 
with him are the Bible and Pilgrim's 
Progress. 

Another good practice is to keep cer- 
tain books for Sunday reading. My hus- 
band used to go around the drawing 
room on Saturday night and remove 
all the secular books we had been read- 
ing. But the Sunday books were by no 
means dull. Indeed we had to make a 
rule that the Sunday books were not 
to be read on weekdays. Among my 
happiest childhood reminiscences are 
the Sunday readings, by my mother, of 
books, both prose and poetry, contain- 
ing great spiritual messages. 

And what about fantily prayers be- 
fore or after breakfast? It is sad to 
think that this, like the habit of gracc 
before meals, has gone out of fashion. 
Our Lord never ate without asking a 
blessing upon the food. He was brought 
up on the Scriptures. Can we afford 
to despise what our Saviour held so 
dear? 

In the old days the Bible was to be 
found in every home. Alas, this is no 
longer the case. How can a nation pros- 
per which has not God for its King? 

England and America owe their great- 
ness to the Bible. Let us pray that the 
Bible, God’s Word to us, may again take 
its rightful place in our hearts and 
homes! So I would urge upon all my 
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this 
t. i e have new loose- 
er] Te iBite tothe nation, ‘and the bet SEEMUOELOTNGMN ral) | Scapdeled Bibles Ws 'osi ws sis 


way to do this is to begin in your own FURNITURE 


home, and for you and your children WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
to learn a verse of the Bible ‘daily! v¥ AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


ing “ J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
and DEPEL 102 SCRANTON 2, ~_ 


Write tor ca describing = and zipper cases 
to fit. Owbens: 113 Maia, H. ew York. 


Ss, S, Supplies Send for free catalog of 


Sunday school and church 
supplies. Also Bibles, books, and gifts. THE THOMAS 
U COMPANY, Dept. P-1, 303 Race St., Cambridge, Md. 











The Annual Conference of 
Testimonies to the Jews 








“1 used to feel unhappy about growing old. 








~~ I felt advancing years would put an end to the ac- 
v, ens Agar ys eae anagp slender tive, useful life | had led. ! was afraid I'd be put on 
'y Fellowship of Christian Testimonies the shelf as far as Christian service was concerned. 
C- to the Jews will be held April 22-25 at “Then | heard ebout PTL Annuities. (PTL stands for for 
id the Mid West Bible Church, 3450 N. Cicero Godhes Testament League and also for Peace That 
Ave., Chicago. The seminar on Jewish my 
missions for this year’s program will “I discovered that through investing my savings 
yout be extensive. The Rev. Coulson Shep- A “ Annuity I could accomplish two wonderful 
ye herd, director of the Message to Israel 1 — Fae each TN 
a broadcast, will discuss “Radio Minis- : ing myself of a guaranteed lifetime » 
by try Among the Jews.” The Rev. Victor 2. Bring the peace of God to hungry hearts around 
Buksbazen, general secretary of the werld. 
_ Friends of Israel, will lead a discussion Prams - 4 age! (You ae my » age oo 
arse “ : tell it) I'm still actively servin ord . 
on “How To Run the Business of a Jew- te never m y g 
ight ish Mission.” The Rev. Ludwig DeWitts IMAGIN. E?! ee 
A. of Baltimore will bring a paper on “The —_ 90 ap he 
Relationship Between Directors, Admin- vie Completely without obligation 
istrative Boards, and Workers.” Mr. at y ag e eee £ ALFRED A. KUNZ, 
Bond of Bible Counselors of America, international Director ; 
pry. Houston, Tex., will give a paper on 
reat “Opportunism in Jewish Evangelism.” 
s of Mrs. Ida Kaminsky of Peniel Commu- 
ight nity Center, Chicago, will speak on 
rom “Counseling in Romantic and Domestic 
ak- Entanglements.” The Rev. Morris Ka- 
ont- minsky will discuss “An Evangelistic 
the Emphasis in a Camp Program.” Miss * 
Eunice Nichols of the South Side Wit- Y t E J y - 
rays ness to Israel, Chicago, will speak on ours 0 n 0 with 
im's “Harnessing Christian Groups for Wit- 2,8 
nessing to Jewish People.” Miss Rubye C B F M S | t 
cer- Nichol of the American Messianic Fel- n n ul 1e 5 
1uUS- lowship will discuss “Itinerant Jewish 
ying Evangelism in Small Communities.” 






jove It is expected that Jewish mission ~++A GENEROUS, STEADY 


ad - workers will be present from coast to 
7 no coast for this important conference on IN OME FOR LIFE! 
ea the activities of Jewish missions, Fur- & 





not ther information may be obtained from —n 
my the vice-president of the Fellowship, Yes, Annuities of the CONSERVATIVE BaPpTIsT FOREIGN : 
are the Rev. Fred Kendal, Box 5535, Fen- Mlssion Society provide both security and peace of mind.. 
, of kell Station, Detroit 38. you are assured of a liberal, steady income as long as 
ain- you live. Payments never vary regardless of economic 
Ww conditions ...and the return is greater than on most good, 
be- conservative stocks—without reinvestment worries. 
| to With the New Books ‘ ; : 2 
race : plus. eethe Satisfaction of Having a Share in 
ion. Except as noted, these books may be a ied 1 
ga ordered through the Times Book the CBFMS World-wide Missionary Program! 
ight Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- ie ‘ . . 
ford delphia 3. With each order of less Yes, you'll experience real joy and satisfaction in knowing that your gift will help 
| So than $3, please include 15 cents addi- _ bring the Gospel to the unsaved at home and abroad.. and that your money will 


tional; and with each order of $3 of gypport cBFMS missionaries long after you've gone to be with the Lord. 
) be over, please include 5 per cent addi- 




















; no tional for postage and handling costs. CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST Dept.T 17 J 
— ‘ Write Today for FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY i 
J Superintendent's Guide, 1957. By Jina BaaeRehel GERaee 222 Wellington Avenue + Chicago 14, Iilinols i 
eat- Harry Edwards Bartow. (American Sun- ) Please send me your ramp Boshiet with complete infor- i 
the day-School Union, Philadelphia 3; 75 g mation on the corms Annuity Pia ' 
, rs fl It tells you all about the Name Age 

ake cents.) Stored in this little book of 92 » csous Aasaity plan end © ] 
and pages, measuring 3%x5 inches and only icsionary program. There is no obliga- | Address i 
my 3/16 inches thick is a veritable treasury tion whatsoever. Mail coupon for your § ‘a pa ie rT 

of help for the busy Sunday school res copy today. 1. ssc eee 
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Why Prayer for Southern Negroes Gets 
Results and Wins Reward 


* Because southern Negroes are searching 
for God more diligently. 

* Because southern Negroes are quick to 
respond to the Word. 

* Because the Gospel has less opposition 
among southern Negroes. 

* Because in this day of tension God wants 
His people to show helpfulness toward 
this underprivileged group. 

* Because Carver Bible Institute is reaching 
thousands daily through its printed 
page, its correspondence Bible lessons, 
its day school and its night school. Its 
trained graduates are bringing a new 
message of life through Christ to hun- 
dreds of rural churches. Your help is 
greatly needed at this time. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


Great Need! 


Pray for the evangelizing of Uruquey. 
little known and long neglected field. 
Our faith work has established an in- 
digenous Church and includes the 
first Bible school in the country train- 
ing national workers; also radio, col- 
portage, and unique prison ministry, 
etc. 


Doors are Open 


Many hungry hearts waiting for the Word, little 
opposition. Splendid group of full-time workers 
in the field. Hold up their hands —swell their 
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superintendent. Based on the Interna- 
tional Uniform Sunday School Lessons, 
there are hymn _ suggestions, prayer 
suggestions, short, pithy, sentence com- 
ments on the lesson, hints for quiet 
meditation and for home study, all for 
each Sunday of the year. In addition 
there are suggestions for the month, 
program plans for special days, ideas 
for the workers’ conference each month, 
lessons for the superintendent’s prayer 
life, miniature maps for studying the 
lessons for each quarter, and sugges- 
tions for the superintendent’s bookshelf. 
While not all of the books named in 
this list can be fully commended, most 
of them are sound, and the others, in 
the hands of a well-informed superin- 
tendent, will prove useful. Calendars 
and lists of special days for both 1957 
and 1958 are included, and there is also 
space for the superintendent to keep a 
ready record of enrollment, attendance, 
visitation, offerings, and the like, for 
each Sunday of the year. The book is 
bound in semiflexible imitation red 
leather, and its size and thinness make 
for convenience in slipping in and out 
of the pocket and carrying without bulk. 


The Teaching of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. By Geerhardus Vos, Ph.D., 
D.D. (Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 
3, Mich., $2.) Dr. Vos was one of the 
great scholars in the realm of Biblical 
theology, and his works still find ac- 
ceptance among serious students of the 
Word. He stood uncompromisingly for 
the absolute authority of the Bible, and 
it is a significant thing that his class- 
room lectures on the Epistle to the He- 
brews are just now appearing in print. 
The author deals with such matters as 
the distinctive character of the Epistle, 
the idea of the covenant in Hebrews, 
and the priesthood of Christ as revealed 
here. He makes reference to the orig- 
inal language extensively in his presen- 
tation and cites the differing points of 
view of other scholars. The result is 
not a commentary on the Epistle, but a 
grappling with some.of the basic ideas 
and doctrines contained therein. 

Dr. Vos’s work will be of interest pri- 
marily to those students who want a 
more profound treatment of these ques- 
tions than is found in the ordinary pop- 
ular cOmmentary on Hebrews. The 
book is not easy reading; it is written 
on the seminary level, and its main 
concern is with ideas, rather than with 
their practical outworking. Neverthe- 
less, it repays careful study, and is a 
helpful contribution to this branch of 
New Testament study. 


The Epistle to the Ephesians. By 
Joseph Parker, D.D. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.75.) 
Instructive and in$pirational, this com- 
mentary on Ephesians merits inclusion 
in the list of classics being published 
in the Baker Reprint Library. Dr. 
Parker has written with fervency of 
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spirit a stimulating exposition that is as 
fresh now as it ever was. There is 
nothing heavy or technical about the 
treatment. It is a delight to read and 
will prove helpful to laymen, pastors, 
and teachers as devotional reading and 
as a source of information for messages 
to classes and congregations. Theo- 
logical soundness and literary quality 
make it a highly commendable volume, 


Great Is Thy Faithfulness and Other 
Song Lyrics and Poems. By T. O. Chis- 
holm, (May be ordered from the Rev. 
Everett C. DeVelde, 1029 Landis Ave. 
Vineland, N. J., $2.50.) His best known 
hymn gives the title to this collection 
of T. O. Chisholm’s hymns and poems, 
The music is included for only five, but 
this 172-page volume contains a selec- 
tion of over 160 out of 1,200 that the 
author wrote during sixty years. Many 
who are familiar with Mr. Chisholm’s 
hymns will be grateful for the biograph- 
ical sketch, prefatory note, and the edit- 
ing done by Mr. DeVelde, a minister 
friend of the author’s, Though he had no 
high school or other advanced training, 
Thomas Chisholm began teaching schoo] 
at the age of sixteen in the country 
schoolhouse in Kentucky where he got 
his own education. For several years 
he worked as associate editor of a 
weekly paper, was led to Christ through 
the preaching of Dr. H. C. Morrison, and 
then worked under him on the Pente- 
costal Herald. He has changed his work 
and place of living several times 
throughout his long life, for the sake of 
his health, but he has sought always 
to give Christ the pre-eminence, and 
this devotion is evident in his poems. 

Many are related to particular texts 
of Scripture, and they are woven around 
such themes as God and His Word, the 
life of Chris salvation, the burden of 


sin, consecration, God’s keeping, His 
presence, prayer, suffering and death, 
and Heaven and the life to come. They 


appeal to the heart and bring comfort 
to sufferers and encouragement to 
Christian workers. It is evident that 
they came from the heart of one who 
had observed life’s experiences in the 
light of God’s Word. 


Antichrist’s Coming One-World. By 
J. C. Bridges. (May be had from the 
author, Huntersville, N. C., $2.) Believ- 
ing that the parable of the Leaven, 
rightly interpreted, has a deeply sig- 
nificant message for our own day, Mr. 
Bridges here takes up the various ele- 
ments of the story, endeavoring to in- 
terpret them in the light of Scriptural 
revelation. His treatment begins with 
the consideration of the significance, of 
the leaven in the story, and moves on 
to a fairly extensive treatment of the 
person and work of Antichrist. The 
wiles of this evil being are exposed, 
and his program outlined. 

Many Bibfe students who agree fully 
with the author’s conviction that leaven 
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here, as elsewhere, symbolizes evil, will 
not be able to follow him in many of 
his detailed interpretations. His in- 
sistence on identifying the spiritual sig- 
nificance of each part of the parable is 
at least open to question, and many of 
the categorical statements he makes in 
this connection are debatable. Mr. 
Bridges claims that there must be a 
trinity of evil, in order that there be a 
complete parallel with the Godhead (p. 
19). He is sure that the three measures 
of meal typify the threefold sufficiency 
of the Gospel for the three branches 
of the human race as descended from 
Ham, Shem, and Japheth. In this con- 
nection, he hints at the idea that racial 
segregation is the will of God for all 
time (p. 34). 

The author identifies the woman of the 
parable as apostate Israel, and says that 
this is also the identity of the harlot 
For this, and other 
positions he takes, Mr. Bridges gives a 
lengthy series of reasons, but even those 
readers who accept his basic position 
often may be inclined to question some 
of his proofs. In dealing with the Jews’ 
commercial interests, he is neither fair 
nor convincing when he makes the 
broad statement that “it has not been 
too many years since they were pushing 
apple carts, and now they have their 
commercial fingers upon the purse 
strings of the world” (p. 89). In the 
author’s desire to prove that the Jews, 
and not the Catholics, are typified by 
the harlot, he goes to the extreme of 
calling Catholicism a Christian denomi- 
nation, and of arguing that there is some 
significance in the similarity between 
the words “Jew” and “jewel”! 

Mr. Bridges’ book is characterized by 
strong claims, supported by what are 
often dubious arguments. His case is 
markedly weakened by the nature of 
his treatment of it. 


The Westminster Historical Atlas to 
the Bible. By George Ernest Wright and 
Floyd V. Filson. (The Westminster Press, 
Phila. 7; $7.50.) The first edition of 
the Westminster Atlas was published in 
1945. This new revised edition of 1956 
brings the text and maps up to date 
with the discoveries of the last eleven 
years, including reference to the work 
of Cameron at Behistun in 1948 (p. 9, 
Fig. 1); the new work at Jericho, begin- 
ning in 1952 (p. 40 and pp. 114, 115); the 
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
(1947); and the excavation of Qumran 
(beginning in 1951), which is the site of 
the colony of Jews where these manu- 
scripts were copied; and the Murab- 
ba’at discoveries which yielded letters 
mentioning Bar Cochba (p. 82). Other 
more recent excavations (p. 116) in- 
cluded in this new edition are those at 
the ‘site of ancient Dibon (1950-1956) to 
the east of the Dead Sea; at Dothan 
from 1953 to 1956 in northern Jordan; 
and at Tell el-Qedah, identified with 
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Biblical Hazor, begun in 1955. Curi- 
ously enough, the last three excava- 
tions, all within the period 1950-1956, 
are discussed under the heading, “Ex- 
cavations between 1920 and 1940” (cf. 
pp. 112 and 116). The latter figure 
should be changed to “1956.” Kelso’s 
work at Bethel is listed as 1954-1956, 
and should be listed as “1954,” since 
the 1956 projected expedition was post- 
poned. 

The introductory article by W. F. 
Albright on “The Rediscovery of the 
Biblical World” is helpful and is essen- 
tially the same as in the 1945 edition, 
except for the mention of a few new 
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works (“Ancient Near Eastern Texts,” 
1950, p. 12) and the slight revision of 
a few dates: the Fwelfth Dynasty of 
Egypt is given as 1989-1776 B.C. in the 
first edition, and as “between 1991 and 
1778 B.C.” in the 1956 edition. 


Apart from these additions, which 
bring the 1945 material up to date, the 
main text of the atlas is basically the 
same as the first edition, and includes 
chapters on “The Geography of Pales- 
tine” (pp. 17-20), “The World of the 
Patriarchs” (pp. 23-26), “The Great Em- 
pires During the Sojourn in Egypt” (pp. 
27-30), and “The Land of Canaan Before 
the Israelite Conquest” (pp. 33-36). Suc- 
ceeding chapters deal with the time of 
the Exodus, Judges, Israel, and Judah; 
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Northern, Central, and Southern Pales- 
tine in Biblical Times; Herodian Pales- 
tine, the Roman Empire at the Time of 
Jesus, the Expansion of Christianity, 
and Excavations in Modern Palestine. 


Several new photographs have been 
added in the 1956 edition: these include 
Biblical Azekah (Tell ez-Zakariyeh, p. 
47); Qumran and the area of the cliffs 
where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found; 
and the tables on which the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were copied 2,000 years ago (p. 
82). In some cases there is a different 
view of the same place,'as in the case 
of the synagogue at Capernaum (p. 60) 
and the site of Dura-Europos (p. 103). 
A different photograph of the American 
School of Oriental Research at Jeru- 
salem is used in the 1956 edition (p. 
112), which gives one a less accurate 
impression of the size of the schoo] than 
the one in the 1945 edition. 


Several passages in the book would 
not be acceptable to the thoroughgoing 
evangelical Christian: some statements 
do not go far enough, “At least some 
of the Israelites suffered slavery in 
Egypt” (p. 40). Others present a non- 
supernaturalistic explanation, manna is 
described as “a honeylike substance 
given off by an insect while it sucks the 
sap of tamarisk trees in Sinai” (p. 37). 
The number of Israelites in the wilder- 
ness is reduced to a figure between 
2,000 and 6,000, and the 600,000 is ex- 
plained as a misplaced census from the 
days of David (p. 38). 

There are some revisions in the maps, 
as in Plate XVIII (p. 110) which gives 
excavated sites in modern Palestine. 
The 1956 edition has added, among 
others, Dhiban (ancient Biblical Dibon), 
Tell Dotha (ancient Dothan), and Tell 
el-Qasileh. All are sites at which ex- 
cavations have been carried on since 
1945 and in most cases between 1950 
and 1956. 

The eighteen plates containing maps 
are very useful, and the text includes 
material useful to the conservative 
evangelical, if used with discernment. 
The new 1956 edition is approximately 
10x14% inches, a more convenient size 
than the earlier edition. 


The Thessalonian Epistles. By John F. 
Walvoord, Th.D. (Dunham Pub. Co., 
Findlay, Ohio, $2.50.) The president of 
Dallas Theological Seminary has here 
given us a helpful, down-to-earth ex- 
position of a part of the New Testa- 
ment which has been too often neg- 
lected. Dr. Walvoord has a real gift 
for expressing the truth of the Word 
in a way that meéts the needs of the 
everyday Christian. In this book, he is 
not interested in presenting an abstract 
treatise on Paul’s theology; like the 
apostle himself, Dr. Walvoord’s concern 
is to relate divine truth to human ex- 
perience, and he-does it effectively. 
When he deals with sanctification, for 
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example, he shows its outworkings in 
the life of the believer. There are prob- 
lems in these Epistles, and the author 
of this book does not seek to evade 
them. When he comes upon the matter 
of our election, he recognizes it as a 
great mystery, and he does not try to 
water it down or to explain it away. 
If there is a difference of opinion be- 
tween Scofield and Chafer on a particu- 
lar point, Dr. Walvoord does not hesi- 
tate to indicate his own position (p. 
72). Sometimes he presents divergent 
views, pointing out that earnest schol- 
ars have differed on these matters, and 
then leaves the reader to come to his 
own conclusion. On other occasions, 
as, for example, when he deals with the 
phrase, “he that now letteth,” he elim- 
inates one viewpoint after another by 
showing their inadequacy, and thus 
comes finally to that which he believes 
to be the Scriptural position. 

The book offers help in understand- 
ing these Epistles, but better yet, it 
ministers the truth of God to the heart 
of the reader. 


Sermon Seeds. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.75.) This is — 
the latest volume of the Minister’s 
Handbook ‘Series. The title appropri- 
ately indicates the contents: for the 
most part bare outlines, and, like seed, 
needing careful nurturing to be of much 
use. Well-known writers, teachers, and 
preachers, such as Alexander Maclaren, 
Charles H. Spurgeon, Charles Simeon, 
and others, are represented by selec- 
tions from their works in the form of 
titles, texts, and outlines. They are 
offered as stimulants with a view to 
opening up vistas of thought that lead 
to useful messages that the reader can 
claim and present as his own. This 
book, then, as a thought provoker, can 
be of practical value, although it must 
be said that to anyone already owning 
a fairly extensive theological library its 
usefulness will be limited. 


The Pre-existence of the Son 
(Continued from second page) 


could be devised. Paul does not say 
simply, “He was God.” He says, “He 
was in the form of God,” employing a 
turn of speech which throws emphasis 
upon our Lord’s possession of the spe- j 
cific quality of God. “Form” is a term 
which expresses the sum of those char- 
acterizing qualities which make a thing 
the precise thing that it is. Thus, the 
“form” of a sword (in this case mostly 
matters of external configuration) is all 
that makes a given piece of metal spe- 
cifically 'a sword, rather than, say, a 
spade. And “the form of God” is 
the sum of the characteristics which 
make the being we call “God,” spe- 
cifically God, rather than some other be- 
ing—an angel, say, or a man. When 
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our Lord is said to be in “the form of 
God,” therefore, He is declared, in the 
most express manner possible, to be all 
that God is, to possess the whole ful- 
ness of attributes which make God 


God.’” 
we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 3 


2. Christ Shall Reign Through Me 
(Matt. 6:24-34; Rev. 11:15; Isa. 45:22, 23) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

OR this Sunday, which is widely 

observed as Christian Endeavor Sun- 
day, the topic is adapted from the cur- 
rent biennial theme of the Christian 
Endeavor Movement, “Christ Shall 
Reign.” The topic is closely related to 
several that have recently been ‘con- 
sidered, notably the topic for January 
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20, “His Will Is Mine,” and last week’s 
topic, “Consider Your Call.” 
4 
Two of the three Scripture portions 
chosen for consideration in connection 
with this week’s topic (Rev. 11:15 and 
Isa. 45:22, 23) refer to the steps that 
God will take to exalt the Lord Jesus 
and they point to the time, yet future, 
when Christ shall reign in persan over 
all the earth, and every knee shall bow 
to Him, either willingly or by compul- 
sion. In that sense, God in His deter- 
minate foreknowledge and counsel has 
already made Christ Lord (Acts 2:36) 
and we can do nothing to bring it about 
or to prevent it. It is in God’s hands 
and He will see to it. 
bd 
However, there is another sense in 
which we can do something to make 
it possible for Christ to reign. It is in 
our individual lives. God in His wis- 
dom and grace has designed that man, 
in this life, shall: have a free will and 
the right to determine whether or not 
he will accept Christ as his Saviour and 
Lord. God longs that men everywhere 
should willingly and gladly decide to 
accept and serve the Lord Jesus. He 
moves upon men’s hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, through the written Word, 
and through His human ambassadors to 
persuade men to make the right choice, 
but He will not compel them to do so. 
Men may say therefore, “Christ shall 
reign in my heart and through my life,” 
or they may refuse to have anything to 
do with Him. It is in this sense that 
the third Scripture portion, the one 
from Matthew 6, verses 24 to 34, may 
be applied to this topic. 
4 
Here the reasonableness of permitting 
Christ to reign unhindered in the life 
is set forth. As in the topic for Janu- 
ary 20, we find here the impossibility 
of two masters controlling a life, and 
we have here the added thought that 
since even in the simplest everyday af- 
fairs we are powerless, of ourselves, to 
bring about those things for which the 
whole world of unbelievers seem to be 


vainly striving, is it not the most rea- . 


sonable thing in the world to trust our 
Heavenly Father for them? Here is also 
the challenge to seek above all else His 
will and His desire, and then to expect 
Him to provide for us all that we need, 
not only physical necessities, but joy 
and true satisfaction, blessing, and 
everything that will make our lives rich 
and full and truly successful. 
se 

You will find it helpful in this con- 
nection to read Philippians 2, verses 5 
to 11. The way of yieldedness, or sur- 
render, that God .asks of us in order 
that Christ may reign in our lives is 
shown here as not unreasonable. It was 
the way. the Lord Jesus Himself trod, 
the way of surrender to the Father’s 
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will in the seven downward steps in 
order that He might be exalted. We 
can never, of course, follow Him in that 
way that led to physical death upon the 
cross for the sins of the world, but we 
can let this same mind, or disposition, 
be in us that was in Christ when He 
completely yielded to God’s will 
ye 

And when we have reached that de- 
cision to let Christ reign in our hearts, 
God can then use us to bring ut His 
reign in other hearts and livé, as we 
demonstrate to them the joy and peace 
and blessing of having Him as our Lord, 
as we speak to others about the Lord 
Jesus and tell them of His love and pro- 
vision for them, and as we exercise our 
Christ-controlled influence in our young 
people’s group, in our church, in the 
place where we work, or teach, or study, 
and in the home and community in 
which we live. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


we 
For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 28 to February 3 


Mon., Jan. 28.—Mark 6:7-13. 
The Twelve Sent. 
PraYeR Succestions: “And he called 
unto him the twelve, and began to send 
them forth by two and two.” These 
men were divinely called, chosen, and 
ordained for ministries superior to any 
other ministry of this age. This is evi- 
dent from the fact that the names of 
the twelve apostles are to be put upon 
the twelve gates of the city of God. 
The ministry is fashioned by the Lord 
of Glory. Let ministers think highly of 
the Lord for giving them an honor ‘so 
supreme, a responsibility so great, and 
rewards for faithfulness so sublime and 
eternal. Pray for men in training for 
the ministry. 


Tues., Jan. 29.—Matt. 10:9-15. 
_Go Without Money. 
Prayer Succestions: “Provide neither 
gold, nor silver, nor brass in your 
purses, nor scrip for your journey.” Our 
Lord warns ministers to beware of the 
love of money in work for Him. Paul 
(the apostle to us Gentiles) gives us, 
from the Lord, an idea on this peri] in 
Acts 20:33-35, which we do well to ob- 
serve in our ministries to others. (See 
also 1 Thess, 2:3-10.) The Lord’s money 
method for His servants provides oppor- 
tunity for experiencing particular provi- 
dences of God as regards material sup- 
port. When apostles returned from 
their labors of faith, they reported that 
they lacked “nothing” (Luke 22:35). 
Pray that the Lord will keep you from 
covetousness. 
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Wed., Jan 30.—Matt. 10:16-23. 
Sheep Among Wolves, 
PrayeR SucGcEsTions: “Behold, I send 
you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves: be ye therefore wise as ser- 
pents, and harmless as doves.” God's 
people live in a hostile atmosphere. 
Their sphere of service, if in the will of 
God, exposes them to attacks from the 
haters of Christ and His cause. The 
Devil is against all who are for Christ. 
Pray to be strong in the Lord and in 
the power of His might. 


Thurs., Jan. 31.—Matt. 10:26-33. 
Have No Fear. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Fear them not.” 
Notice the “therefore” and what it is 
there for. Our Lord suffered all things 
we must face in the path of duty. His 
command is accompanied by His 
pledged blessing. Be bold for Christ in 
your witness and work. (See Acts 4:31.) 
Fear is a snare to Christians. Fearful 
workers are weak. Meditate on the 
“fear nots” of Holy Scripture. Pray 

for a strong spiritual backbone, 


Fri., Feb. 1.—Matt. 10:34-39. 
A Question of Loyalty. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He that taketh 
not his cross, and followeth after me, 
is not worthy of me.” A double heart 
is an unstable heart. The Lord demands 
the “whole heart.” The demand of love 
is loyalty by every Christian. Our Lord 
will not occupy duplexes. Your soul 
was made to be occupied by one person, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Pray that you 
may ever faithful be to your Saviour 
and Lord. 


Sat., Feb. 2.—Matt. 10:40-42. 
A Sure Reward. 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTions: “A _ righteous 
man’s reward.” The Lord Jesus Christ 
has entered into His reward. He is now 
in Glory. He will see to it that your 
least service for His sake shall have 
ample reward. His emphatic words are, 
“Shall in no wise lose his reward.” If 
you have faith enough to obey Christ, 
you surely have faith enough to believe 
His promises of reward. Pray for more 
delight in your coming rewards from 
Christ. 


Sun., Feb. 3.—Mark 6:30-34. 
Rest After Labor. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come ye 
yourselves apart into a desert place, 

and rest a while.” The Lord’s yoke ; 
is easy; His burden is light. He is 
a gracious Master. Mr. Moody used 
to say that “if the Devil can’t get a 
man to idle away his time in Chris- 
tian work, he will try to get him to 
do more than he should. He loves 
to ride the backs of willing workers, 
and stick in his spurs, and drive 
them furiously, so as to get them out 
of his way.” Take time for relax- 
ation and meditation and prayer, lest 
Satan tempt you for your folly. Pray 

for moderation in all things, 
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